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This project will determine the importance of accounting for households, geographical groups
and social networks in the design, estimation and analysis of social statistics. Criteria indicating
when it is necessary to allow for the various sources of dependency between people will be
identified, as well as methods to unravel the different sources. Moreover, statistical models will
be formulated that reflect these dependencies, and these models will then be applied to real
and simulated data. The implications for the design of social surveys will be determined and
strategies will be suggested for future collection of data of this nature. Main objectives are thus
to: 1) Develop and apply statistical models, enabling the assessment of individual, household,
neighbourhood and network variations in social/health outcomes. 2) Determine the impact of
ignoring different types of association between people in the analysis of social data. 3)
Demonstrate how data can be combined in this context. 4) Identify/illustrate the interaction
between the neighbourhood and the social network. 5) Increase understanding of the role of
each level through simulation studies to augment analysis of real data. 6) Recommend
strategies for the routine collection of household, network and geographical data given the
practicalities of sampling and confidentiality considerations.
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