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There is at present a lack of consensus amongst different researchers regarding the modelling of large
scale social systems, because multilevel dependencies are treated disparately by different disciplines: in
general multilevel modelling in the social sciences focuses on aspects of the multilevel structure other
than the social network, whilst most social network analysis focuses on the network but not other
aspects of multilevel social structure. This team of internationally recognised experts in social network
analysis and multilevel modelling will develop new methods to bridge this divide.

In order to fully understand the nature of multilevel social networks, a sophisticated methodology is
needed that carefully integrates ideas from multilevel analysis with recent developments in statistical
models for networks, such as exponential random graph (also known as p*) models. Such a
methodology will involve the development of: 1) an appropriate model framework that incorporates
multilevel and network elements and 2) techniques for applying and interpreting this model framework.
Such methods and approaches will have considerable substantive research value. Meetings will take
place at Manchester University during the course of the project to develop the methods and to
disseminate the results.
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