
 1

David VOAS 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Peer-reviewed articles:  
 
Ward C & Voas D (forthcoming) The emergence of conspirituality, Journal of 

Contemporary Religion. 
 
Bruce S & Voas D  (2010) Vicarious religion: An examination and critique, Journal of 

Contemporary Religion 25(2): 243-59. 
 
Voas D (2009) The maintenance and transformation of ethnicity: Evidence on mixed 

partnerships in Britain, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 35(9): 1497-
1513.  

 
Voas D (2009) The rise and fall of fuzzy fidelity in Europe, European Sociological 

Review 25(2): 155-68.  
 
Voas D (2007) Estimating the Jewish undercount in the 2001 census: A comment on 

Graham & Waterman, Population, Space and Place 13(5): 401-407.  
 
Voas D (2007) Ordained but disdained: Women’s work in the Church of England, 

Modern Believing 48(4): 4-10.  
 
Voas D (2007) Does religion belong in population studies?, Environment & Planning 

A 39(5): 1166-80 
 
Bruce S & Voas D (2007) Religious toleration and organizational typologies, Journal 

of Contemporary Religion 22(1): 1-17 
 
Crockett A & Voas D (2006) Generations of decline: Religious change in twentieth-

century Britain, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 45(4): 567-84  
 
Voas D (2006) Religious decline in Scotland: New evidence on timing and spatial 

patterns, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 45(1): 107-118  
 
Voas D & Crockett A (2005) Religion in Britain: Neither believing nor belonging, 

Sociology 39(1): 11-28 
 
Bruce S & Voas D (2004) The resilience of the nation-state: Religion and polities in 

the modern era, Sociology 38(5): 1025-34 
 
Crockett A & Voas D (2004) A matter of attitude: Homosexuality and divisions in the 

church, Modern Believing 45(3): 23-31 
 
Voas D & Bruce S (2004) The 2001 census and Christian identification in Britain, 

Journal of Contemporary Religion 19(1): 23-8  
 
Voas D (2003) Competing preferences: A reason fertility tends to be too high or too 

low, Population and Development Review 29(4): 627-46  
 



 2

Crockett A & Voas D (2003) A divergence of views: Attitude change and the religious 
crisis over homosexuality, Sociological Research Online 8(4) 

 
Johnston R, Voas D & Poulsen M (2003) Measuring spatial concentration: The use of 

threshold profiles, Environment and Planning B 30(1): 3-14 
 
Voas D (2003) Intermarriage and the demography of secularisation, British Journal of 

Sociology 54(1): 83-108 
 
Voas D, Olson DVA & Crockett A (2002) Religious pluralism and participation: Why 

previous research is wrong, American Sociological Review 67(2): 212-30  
 
Holdsworth C, Voas D & Tranmer M (2002) Leaving home in Spain: When, where, 

and why?, Regional Studies 36(9): 989-1004 
 
Voas D & Williamson P (2001) Evaluating goodness-of-fit measures for synthetic 

microdata, Geographical and Environmental Modelling 5(2): 177-200 
 
Voas D & Williamson P (2001) The diversity of diversity (response), Area 33(3): 335-

6 
 
Voas D & Williamson P (2001) The diversity of diversity: A critique of 

geodemographic classification, Area 33(1): 63-76 
 
Voas D & Williamson P (2000) The scale of dissimilarity: concepts, measurement, 

and an application to socio-economic variation across England and Wales, 
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 25(4): 465-81  

 
Voas D & Williamson P (2000) An evaluation of the combinatorial optimisation 

approach to the creation of synthetic microdata, International Journal of 
Population Geography 6(5): 349-66 

 
David N & Voas D (1981) Societal causes of infertility and population decline among 

the settled Fulani of north Cameroon, Man (the journal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute) 16: 644-64 

 
Voas D (1981) Subfertility and disruption in the Congo basin, in Fyfe C & McMaster D 

(eds.), African Historical Demography, Vol. II, Edinburgh, 777-802 
 
 
Books: 
 
The Bad News Bible, Duckworth, London, 1994; in the US: Prometheus Books, 1995 
 
The Alternative Bible, Duckworth, London, 1993; reviews in the Sunday Times, 

9 May 1993, the Times Literary Supplement, 18 February 1994, and elsewhere.   
 
 
Invited contributions:  
 
Voas D (forthcoming) Explaining change over time in religious involvement, in 

Religion and Youth, ed. S Collins-Mayo & P. Dandelion. Ashgate.  
 
Voas D (forthcoming) Quantitative methods, in Religion and Youth, ed. S Collins-

Mayo & P. Dandelion. Ashgate.  



 3

 
Voas D (forthcoming) Entries for ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses’ and ‘Charles Taze Russell’, 

Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity, ed D Patte  
 
Voas D & Day A (2010) Recognizing secular Christians: Toward an unexcluded 

middle in the study of religion.  ARDA Guiding Paper.  
http://www.thearda.com/rrh/papers/guidingpapers.asp 

 
Bagg S & Voas D (2010) The triumph of indifference: Irreligion in British society, in 

Atheism and Secularity, Volume 2: Global Expressions, ed P Zuckerman, 
Praeger, pp. 91-111  

 
Voas D & Ling R (2010) Religion in Britain and the United States, pp. 65-86 in British 

Social Attitudes: the 26th Report, eds. Park, A., Curtice, J., Thomson, K., 
Phillips, M., Clery, E. and Butt, S.  London: Sage.  

 
Voas D (2009) God in a secular society, Society Now 3: 16.  
 
Voas D (2009) Varieties of religious commitment in Great Britain and Australia, in 

What the World Believes: The Religion Monitor 2008, Bertelsmann Stiftung. 
(Editions in German and English.)  

 
Voas D (2008) The trumpet sounds retreat: Learning from the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

in The Centrality of Religion in Social Life, ed. E Barker and J Richardson, 
Ashgate, pp. 117-130  

 
Voas D (2008) Ten million marriages: An astrological detective story, Skeptical 

Inquirer 32(2) 
 
Voas D (2007) Surveys of behaviour, beliefs and affiliation, in Handbook of the 

Sociology of Religion, ed. J Beckford and NJ Demerath, Sage, pp. 128-150  
 
Voas D & Bruce S (2007) The Spiritual Revolution: Another false dawn for the 

sacred, in A Sociology of Spirituality, ed. K Flanagan and P Jupp, Ashgate, pp. 
43-62   

 
Voas D (2007) The continuing secular transition, in The Role of Religion in Modern 

Societies, ed. D Pollack and DVA Olson, Routledge, pp. 25-48 
 
Voas D & Day A (2007) Secularity in Great Britain in BA Kosmin and A Keysar (eds) 

Secularism and Secularity: Contemporary International Perspectives. Hartford, 
CT: Institute for the Study of Secularism in Society and Culture, pp. 95-110. 

 
Voas D & Bruce S (2006) Is religion giving way to spirituality?, Sociology Review 

15(4) 
 
Voas D (2005) United Kingdom, in Worldmark Encyclopedia of Religious Practices, 

Thomson Gale  
 
Smith G, Brimicombe A, Voas D & Khattab N (forthcoming) Social cohesion, social 

capital and the geography of religion in England, Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
 
Voas D (2005) Religion: For life or just for Christmas? Sociology Review 15(2): 2-5 
 



 4

Voas D (2005) United Kingdom, in Eurel (http://eurel.u-strasbg.fr/), a website 
providing information on the social and legal status of religion in Europe, ed. F 
Messner and J-P Willaime 

 
Voas D (2003) Is Britain a Christian country? in Public Faith? The State of Religious 

Belief and Practice in Britain, ed. P Avis, London: SPCK, 92-105 
 
Voas D (2003) The so-so construction of sociology [review essay], British Journal of 

Sociology 54(1): 129-37  
 
Williamson P & Voas D (2000) Income estimates for small areas: Lessons from the 

census rehearsal, BURISA 146: 2-10 
   
Holdsworth C, Voas D & Tranmer M (2000)  Regional patterns of leaving home in 

Spain: An example of multilevel analysis in demographic analysis, in Métodos 
Numéricos en Ciencias Sociales, ed. E Oñate, Fl García-Sicilia, L Ramallo, 
Barcelona: CIMNE, 97-107 

 
 
Book reviews:  
 
Rationalizing Religion: Religious Conversion, Revivalism and Competition in 

Singapore Society, by Chee Kiong Tong, Journal of Contemporary Religion 
(May 2009) 

Patterns and Processes of Religious Change in Modern Industrial Societies, Alasdair 
Crockett & Richard O’Leary (editors), European Sociological Review 
(December 2008) 

In the Course of a Lifetime: Tracing Religious Belief, Practice, and Change, by 
Michelle Dillon and Paul Wink, Journal of the American Academy of Religion 
(December 2008)  

Evangelicals Etcetera: Conflict and Conviction in the Church of England’s Parties, by 
Kelvin Randall, Ecclesiology (January 2007)  

The Changing Religious Landscape of Europe, Hans Knippenberg (editor), Journal of 
Contemporary Religion (October 2006)  

Secularization: An Analysis at Three Levels by Karel Dobbelaere, Journal of 
Contemporary Religion (May 2004)  

The Dynamics of Religious Organizations: The Extravasation of the Sacred and 
Other Essays by Phillip E. Hammond, British Journal of Sociology (June 2003) 

Religion in Modern Europe: A Memory Mutates by Grace Davie, British Journal of 
Sociology (March 2002) 

The Death of Christian Britain by Callum Brown, Journal of Contemporary Religion 
(January 2002) 

 


