
 

 
Info/Variable 

Individual licensed SAR 
file  

Household licensed SAR 
file 

Small Area Microdata 
(SAM) 

Individual and 
Household Controlled 
Access Microdata 
Samples (CAMS)

Sample Information          

Access to data 

Census Registration 
Service (academic 
registrations). 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/acce
ss/ 

Special licence from ONS 
from UK Data Archive. 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/acces
s/ 

Census Registration 
Service (academic 
registrations). 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/acce
ss/ 

Safe setting within ONS, 
subject to approval 
process. 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/200
1/indiv-cams/access/ 

Sample size 1843525 525715 2964871 As for SAR files 
Sampling fraction Approx 3% 1% 5% As for SAR files 
Geography  

Country of Usual Residence 
England, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern 
Ireland 

England and Wales only England, Wales, Scotland, 
Northern Ireland 

England, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern 
Ireland 

Region of Usual Residence GOR Region 13  No regional detail GOR region 13 GOR region 13 

Local Authority Indicator No LA detail No LA detail 

Local Authority for 
England and Wales, 
Council Areas for 
Scotland,   
Parliamentary 
Constituencies Northern 
Ireland  

Local Authority for 
England and Wales 
Council Areas for 
Scotland  
Parliamentary 
Constituencies Northern 
Ireland 

Individual 
 age 0-15 in single years  0-4 0-94 in single years  
 16-19  0-1 5-9 95+ grouped 
 20-24   2-3 10-15   
 25-29     4-5 16-19
 30-44     6-7 20-24
 45-59    . 25-29
 60-64    . 30-39
 65-69     . 40-49
 70-74 76-77 50-59      
 75-94 in single years 78-79 60-64  
 95+ grouped 80+ 65-74  
    75-84  
     85+

2001 SAR Files Comparison Table 

http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/
http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/
http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/
http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/
http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/
http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/
http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/2001/indiv-cams/access/
http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/2001/indiv-cams/access/


 

 Number of  categories in each variable 
Status in Communal Establishment 2 Not applicable  2  3   
Type of Communal Establishment 6  Not applicable 2   21   
Country of Birth 16  16   5   About 200  
Community background-religion or religion 
brought up in (Northern Ireland) 4 Not applicable 4    4   

Distance of Move for Migrants (banded) 13   13  5   18  (plus an unbanded 
version of variable)

Distance to Work (including study in 
Scotland) 11    11    5   11   (plus an unbanded 

version of variable)
Ethnic Group for England and Wales 16    16    13    16    
Ethnic Group for Northern Ireland 2    Not applicable 2    12    
Ethnic Group for Scotland 14   Not applicable 8    14    
Generation Indicator 3  3  3   3   
General Health over last twelve months 3  3  3   3   
Limiting Long Term Illness 2  2    2    2    
Marital Status 6   5   3   6   
Migration Indicator 8   8   5   8   

Migrants: Area of Former Residence 16   household migration 
indicator with 2 categories  GOR of origin  LA area of origin 

Professional Qualification (England and 
Wales) 2   2 2    2   

Number of Hours Care Provided per Week 4   4    4    4   
Level of Highest Qualifications (Aged 16-
74), England, Wales and Northern Ireland  6    6    6    6   

Level of Highest Qualifications (Aged 16-
74), Scotland Only)  5   Not applicable   5    5   

Religion (England and Wales) 9   9   9   9   
Religion belongs to (Scotland) 11   Not applicable 11   11    
Religion (Northern Ireland) 7    Not applicable 7    6    
Relationship to HRP 13    13    7    11    
Sex 2     2    2    2    
Schoolchild or Student in Full-Time 
Education 2    2    2    2    

Term Time address of Students or 
Schoolchildren 5    5  2    5    

Whether reads/speaks/understands/writes 
Gaelic (Scotland) 4 variables 2     Not applicable - 2



 

Whether reads/speaks/understands/writes 
Irish (N Ireland) 1 variables 2     Not applicable - 2

Whether reads/speaks/understands/writes 
Welsh (E&W) 4 variables 2     Not applicable - 2

Employment           
Economic activity (last week) 13  4    4  13    
Ever worked 2    2    2    2    
Hours Worked Weekly 80    80    5 99    
Industry SIC (92) 18    17    -  60 divisions (2 digit) 
International Standard Classification of 
Occupations 10    95 ISCO codes (3 digit)  - Over 200 values 

Year last worked 11    11    5    11    
NS-SEC Socio-Economic Classifications 40    40    8    40    

Standard Occupational classification 81 Soc Minor 81 Soc Minor - Soc Minor plus Soc Unit 
Codes

Supervisor/Foreman 2    2  2    2    
Transport to Work, UK (Including to Study 
in Scotland) 12    11 7    12    

Size of Workforce 4    4     4    4    
Workplace 8    6     9 8    
Family           
Family Type 9    9    4    11    
Dependent Children in Family 4    - 2    4    
Economic Position of Family Reference 
Person 3    - 3 13

NS-SEC of Family Reference Person 12    - - 40
Sex of Family Reference Person 2    - 2 2
Household           
Accommodation Type 7    7    3    7    
Use of Bath/Shower/Toilet 2    2    2    2    
Cars/Vans available for use 4    3    3    5    
Central Heating 2    2    2    2    
Household Density: Number of Residents 
per Room 5    5    3    5    

Accommodation Furnished (Scotland) 2    -  2    2    
Household education indicator (England, 
Wales and NI) 2    2    2    2    

Household employment indicator (England, 
Wales and NI) 2    2    2    2    



 

Household health and disability indicator 2    2    2    2    
Household housing indicator 2    2    2    2    
Number of Carers in the Household 3    - 2 3
Number of Employed adults in the 
Household 4    - 3 4

Number of Persons in Household Aged 65 
or over 3    - - 3

Number of Families in Household 7    5 - 7
Number in Household with Limiting Long-
term Illness 3   - 3 3    

Number of Household Members with Poor 
Health 3    - 3 3

Number of Usual Residents in Household  7    13     3     7    
Social Grade of Household Reference 
Person 5    5    5    7    

Lowest Floor Level of Household Living 
Accommodation 6    6    4     6    

Multiple Ethnicity Household Indicator 5    - - 5
Occupancy Rating of Household 4    - 4 4
Number of Floor Levels (N Ireland) 2     Not applicable 2 2
Number of Rooms in Occupied Household 
Space 4    15    4    4    

Accommodation Self-Contained 2     2     2     2     
Household with Students Away During 
Term Time 4    9    2    4    

Tenure of Accommodation (England and 
Wales only) 6    3    3    10    

Tenure of Accommodation, (Scotland and 
Northern Ireland only) 6    Not applicable 3    9    

Imputation           
Number of times information donated 4  4  - 4    
One Number Census Status 4    4 - 4
Imputed values flagged yes yes England and Wales only Yes 

Derived variables  
A small number of 
derived variables have 
been added – see 
codebook  

A set of derived variables, 
based on information 
about household members 
will be added in spring 
2006 

No derived variables are 
available  

There are large number 
of derived variables on 
both CAMS files – see 
codebook 

 


