
5. Continuity between 1991 and 2001 
 
There are some important differences between the 1991 and 2001 census 
that have implications for all users. These are fully spelt out in the Census 
2001 Definitions volume which can be downloaded from the web free of 
charge at www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001/cn_108.asp or ordered from 
HMSO. 
 
In this section we identify the key differences that affect SARs users, 
drawing on information in the Definitions Volume. 
 
5.1 Population base 
 
Usual residents 
The 2001 Census information was collected only on usual residents. This 
contrasts to the 1991 Census which collected information on both usual 
residents and visitors present on Census night. 
 
In 2001 a usual resident is defined as someone who spends the majority 
of their time residing at that address. It includes people who usually live 
at that address but who are temporarily away from home (on holiday, 
visiting friends or relatives, or temporarily in a hospital or similar 
establishment) on Census Day; people who work away from home for 
part of the time, or who are members of the Armed Forces; a baby born 
before 30 April 2001 even if it was still in hospital; and people present on 
Census Day, even if temporarily, who have no other usual address. 
 
The usual resident population does not include people present at an 
address on Census Day whose usual address was elsewhere; or people 
away from their home address who had been living, or intended to live, in 
a special establishment such as a residential home, nursing home or 
hospital for six months or more (they were enumerated as usually 
resident at the special establishment). 
 
Students 
In the 1991 Census, students and schoolchildren were treated as usually 
resident at their ‘home’ or vacation address. In the 2001 census students 
and schoolchildren in full-time education studying away from the family 
home were enumerated as resident at their term-time address. Basic 
demographic information only (name, sex, age, marital status and 
relationship) was collected at their ‘home’ or vacation address. Users of 
the 2001 SARs will find that only this basic information is available for 
‘students living away’. 
 
It is important to note that variables that refer to families, household size 
and household composition relating to households at their ‘home’ or 
vacation address does not include them. 



5.2 Questions in the 1991 and 2001 Censuses 
 
Type of accommodation 
In 1991, these questions were answered partly by the enumerator and 
partly by the householder. For 2001, only the householder provided the 
required information. In 1991 where the type of accommodation was ‘Part 
of a converted or shared house’ information was collected on whether the 
entrance to the building was separate or shared. 
 
Self-contained 
In 1991, this question was only asked where the type of accommodation 
was given as ‘Part of a converted or shared house, bungalow or flat’. In 
2001, it was asked of all households. 
 
Exclusive use of bath/shower and toilet 
In 1991, separate information was available for each of these amenities, 
together with details on whether the toilet was located inside or outside 
the accommodation. For 2001, only basic information on the joint 
availability of these amenities was collected. 
 
Lowest floor level of accommodation 
This question had been previously asked in Scotland only. The 
householder wrote in the number of the lowest floor on which any of the 
household’s living accommodation was situated. For 2001, the question 
was asked in all parts of the UK with tick-boxes for groups of floor levels. 
 
Central heating 
In 1991, separate information on the presence or absence of central 
heating in all or some rooms was provided. For 2001, the categories for 
‘all’ and ‘some’ were combined. 
 
Number of floors 
This new question was asked in Northern Ireland only. 
 
Tenure 
In 1991, this question was combined with the question on landlord. In 
2001, it was a separate question. The 2001 question included a new 
category: ‘Pays part rent and part mortgage (shared ownership)’, which, 
in the 1991 question, was grouped with the ‘buying the property through 
a mortgage or loan’ category. Furthermore, the category ‘Renting/rent 
free’ used in the 1991 question was split into two separate categories in 
2001. However, in Northern Ireland these categories were not separately 
available in output produced on tenure. In the 2001 SARs tenure has 
been combined with information on landlord. 
 
 



Whether rented accommodation is furnished or unfurnished 
This question was asked in all parts of the UK in the 1991 Census as part 
of the question on landlord and tenure. In 2001, the question was only 
asked in Scotland. 
 
Number of rooms 
In 1991, only kitchens of at least two metres in width were to be 
included. In 2001, all kitchens regardless of size were included. There 
were other lesser differences in the wording of the instructions. 
 
Communal questions 
In 1991 the person in charge of the communal establishment was 
provided with a write-in box and asked to give a full description of the 
type of establishment and if the establishment catered for a specific group 
or groups, for example, mentally ill or handicapped, physically disabled, 
elderly, children, students, nurses. In 2001 this information was collected 
using two separate questions (see Census schedule). 
 
Communal establishment registration status 
This new question was asked of medical and care establishments and 
collected information on whether or not the establishment was registered 
and who with. 
 
Communal establishment management type 
This new question was asked of medical establishments. The respondent 
was required to tick a box indicating the type of management of the 
communal establishment. In 1991, this information was obtained from 
supplementary material provided by the Department of Health. The 
response to this question is combined with the response to the ‘type of 
communal establishment’ question to give the derived variable ‘communal 
establishment, combined type and management’ used in standard output. 
 
Type of resident 
In 2001 only persons who were usually resident in Communal 
Establishments were, in making a return, asked to indicate their status 
within the establishment. Such people were recorded as being: 
Staff/Owner; Relative of staff/owner (including ‘partner’ in Northern 
Ireland); or Other (for example, resident, patient, student)’. The 
categories into which residents in communal establishments were 
classified in 1991 
were: Resident staff; Resident relatives of staff; and Resident non-staff. 
 
Relationship within the household 
The 1991 Census question asked for each person’s relationship to the first 
person listed on the Census form (who was designated ‘Head’ or ‘Joint 
Head’ of the household). Tick boxes were provided for: Husband or wife; 
Living together as a couple; Son or daughter; Other relative; and 



Unrelated. Write-in answers were collected for ‘Other relative’ and 
‘Unrelated’. 
 
In the 2001 Census, for households with up to five members (up to six in 
Northern Ireland) a matrix-style question with 11 categories of 
relationship was used to identify the relationship of each person in the 
household to every other household member. Larger households were 
asked to complete a continuation form for the remaining people in the 
household. The relationship question on the continuation form asked for 
relationship to the first person in the household and to the previous two 
people (for example, person 7 was asked the relationship to person 1, 
person 5 and person 6). 
 
The full relationship matrix information is only available in the Household 
Controlled Access Microdata File. For the other files a variable provides 
the relationship of each person in the household to the household 
reference person. 
 
Marital status 
For 2001, an additional category was provided for ‘Separated (but still 
legally married)’. 
 
Ethnic group 
The 2001 questions on ethnic group in England and Wales and in Scotland 
were more detailed than the question asked in 1991. In 1991 there was 
one category for ‘White’ and no category for ‘Mixed’. In 2001 ‘White’ was 
split into three categories in England and Wales and into four categories 
in Scotland; and there were four categories of ‘Mixed’ in England and 
Wales and one category in Scotland. 
 
A question on ethnic group was asked for the first time in Northern 
Ireland in 2001. The question was similar to the 1991 question in Great 
Britain but included a separate category for ‘Irish Traveller’. 
 
Welsh/Gaelic/Irish language 
For 2001, an additional category ‘Understands spoken 
(Welsh/Gaelic/Irish)’ was included. Furthermore, the question in 2001 
asked the person ‘Can you understand, speak read or write 
Welsh/Gaelic/Irish’. In 1991 the question in Wales had asked ‘Does the 
person speak, read or write Welsh’. 
 
Religion 
Censuses in Northern Ireland have traditionally included a question on 
religion, but questions on religion were included for the first time in the 
Census in England, Wales and Scotland in 2001. There was one religion 
question in England and Wales, while two questions were asked in 
Scotland and a multipart question was asked in Northern Ireland. 



In Scotland, people were asked to provide information on both their 
current religion and the religion they had been brought up in. In Northern 
Ireland, the traditional ‘current religion’ question asked in the 1991 
Census, and previous Censuses, was extended to include a supplementary 
question on ‘religion brought up in’, only to be answered by those without 
a current religion. A person’s religion has been obtained solely from the 
response to the current religion part and the output classification includes 
a ‘No religion and religion not stated’ category. However, this was not 
split into separate categories as was the case in 1991. 
 
Responses from the supplementary question (religion brought up in) have 
been combined with responses from the current religion part to derive a 
new output variable, Community Background. The Community 
Background variable records a person’s current religion, if any, or the 
religion brought up in for those people who do not regard themselves as 
currently belonging to any religion. This variable includes a ‘None’ 
category. Responses from the supplementary question (religion brought 
up in) are not available separately. 
 
Limiting long-term illness 
For 2001 the wording of the question was unchanged, except that the 
reference to ‘handicap’ in the 1991 question was changed to ‘disability’ 
 
General health 
This was a new question for 2001 and was asked in all parts of the UK. 
 
Provision of unpaid care 
This was a new question for 2001 and was asked in all parts of the UK. 
 
Resident status 
There was no separate question in 2001 on usual address to determine 
area of residence as there had been in 1991. Instead, only persons 
usually resident at an address were required to be enumerated. Visitors at 
an address who were usually resident elsewhere in the UK were required 
to be included on the form at their usually resident address. Students and 
schoolchildren away from home during term-time were counted in 2001 
as being usually resident at their term-time address. This differs from 
1991 when they were counted as being usually resident at their home 
address. 
 
Student status 
There was no separate question in 1991 on student status. This 
information was obtained from the responses to the questions on term-
time address of students and economic activity. A separate question on 
whether each person was in full-time education was asked in 2001. 
 



Term-time address 
In 1991, those students or schoolchildren included on the form who did 
not live at that address during term-time were asked to state their term-
time address. In 2001, all students or schoolchildren were asked whether 
or not they lived at the address on the form during term-time. Full-time 
students with a term-time address elsewhere were not counted as 
resident at their vacation address and were only required to provide some 
basic information at that address. 
 
Qualifications 
In 1991, in England, Wales and Scotland each respondent aged 18 years 
or over was asked to write-in the name of any degrees or professional or 
vocational qualifications attained, as well as the subject, date obtained 
and name of the awarding institution. School level qualifications were 
excluded. In Northern Ireland, the question was asked of each person 
aged 16 and over, and there were seven tick boxes indicating different 
levels of qualification ranging from no formal qualifications through to 
degree level. There was also a write-in box for professional or vocational 
qualifications. 
 
For 2001, the question consisted of simple tick-box response categories 
(with no write-in) covering broad groupings of school level, degree and 
vocational qualifications relevant to each country (and specific 
professional qualifications in England and Wales). No information was 
collected on name of institution, subject or year, and the question was 
applicable only to people aged 16 – 74 years. 
 
Economic activity 
In 1991, a single multi-tick question was asked to determine if someone 
aged 16 or over was economically active or inactive, and why. A separate 
tick box was included for full-time students. In Northern Ireland all full-
time students were classified as economically inactive. 
 
For 2001, a series of questions were asked of those aged 16 – 74 
(including full-time students) to facilitate the derivation of statistics that 
will be compatible with the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
definition of economic status. In contrast to 1991, information on part-
time/full-time status was not an integral part of these questions. 
 
Hours worked 
In 1991, this question was only asked in Northern Ireland of all persons 
currently working, excluding those on government training schemes, and 
those who had worked in the last 10 years. 
 
In 2001, this question was asked in all parts of the UK. In England and 
Wales, and Northern Ireland it was asked only of those currently working. 
In Scotland it was asked of all people who had ever worked. 



Time since last employment 
In 1991, respondents were asked to tick a box to indicate if they had 
worked in the last 10 years. For 2001, respondents were asked instead to 
write in the year that they had last worked if they had not been working 
in the week before the Census. 
 
Employee/self-employed status 
This question was combined with the economic activity question in 1991, 
but was a separate question in 2001. 
 
Size of workforce of employing organisation at place of work 
This was a new question asked throughout the UK. Information from the 
question is mainly used for the derivation of the new National Statistics 
Socio-economic Classification (NS-SeC) and the European variant of the 
International Standard Classification of Occupations, ISCO 88 (COM). 
 
Occupation 
The information sought about full title of main job and the description of 
the things done in that main job was unchanged from that in the 1991 
Census, though the specific instruction given to members of the Armed 
Forces on how to answer in 1991 was not repeated on the form in 2001. 
 
In 1991 information on occupation was collected from all persons aged 16 
or over who were currently working (excluding those on government 
training schemes) and those who had worked in the last 10 years. In 
2001 this information was collected from all persons aged 16 – 74 who 
had ever worked but only coded for those in employment at the time of 
the Census or since 1996. However, additional coding has been conducted 
for the SARs so that occupation is available for all those aged 16-64 who 
last worked more than 5 years ago but less than 10, and 65-74s not 
currently working who worked in the previous 10 years. This additional 
coding also applies to industry. 
 
Supervisor status 
This was a new question asked throughout the UK. Information from this 
question is mainly used for the derivation of NS-SeC. 
 
Travel destination and method of travel 
Respondents in Scotland were asked to provide the address travelled to 
either for the main job or course of study. The method of travel question 
related to this address. The 1991 question related only to main job. There 
was no change to the address of place of work question throughout the 
rest of the UK, other than the addition, in 2001, of a specific response 
tick-box to indicate that the place of work was an offshore installation. 
 
The 2001 method of transport to work question sought essentially the 
same information as in 1991, except that an additional response category 



for ‘taxi’ was included, and that the ordering of the categories was slightly 
different. In Northern Ireland separate categories were provided for 
‘Public service bus’ and ‘Employer’s bus’ in 1991. These were combined in 
2001. 
 
In 2001 both these questions were asked in Scotland of all persons, and 
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland of persons aged 16 – 74 who 
were currently working. In 1991 they were asked of all persons aged 16 
and over who were currently working, excluding those on government 
training schemes. 
 
5.3 1991 Census questions not included in the 2001 Census 
  
Water supply and domestic sewage disposal 
These questions were asked in Northern Ireland in 1991, but not in 2001. 
 
Number of children 
In 1991, in Northern Ireland, all married, widowed, separated or divorced 
women were asked to provide details of the number of children born alive 
to her, and how many were born after 21 April 1990. 
 
5.4 Changes in definitions 
 
Communal establishment 
In 2001, a communal establishment is defined as an establishment 
providing managed residential accommodation. Managed means full-time 
or part-time supervision of the accommodation. The definition has 
changed since the 1991 Census, where a communal establishment was 
defined as an establishment in which some form of communal catering 
was provided. In addition, nurses homes and student hostels etc. with 
self-catering facilities were enumerated as communal establishments only 
if there was someone in charge to take responsibility for issuing the 
Census forms. Otherwise, each person or group of people sharing meals 
or accommodation was treated as a separate household. 
 
The rules for small hotels and guesthouses have also changed. In 2001, 
small hotels and guesthouses are treated as communal establishments if 
they have the capacity to have 10 or more guests, excluding the 
owner/manager and his/her family. In 1991, small hotels and 
guesthouses were enumerated as communal establishments if they had 
10 rooms or more. Those that contained fewer than 10 rooms were 
classified as communal establishments if any resident staff other than the 
proprietor and his/her family or five or more guests were present on 
Census night. 
 
The treatment of sheltered housing is unchanged from 1991. Sheltered 
housing is treated as a communal establishment if less than half the 



residents possess their own facilities for cooking. If half or more possess 
their own facilities for cooking (regardless of use) the whole 
establishment is treated as separate households. 
 
Communal establishment resident 
In 2001, the basic Household Resident (see the Glossary in chapter 5) 
definition applied when determining whether someone was a resident of a 
communal establishment. Where clarification was needed, a resident was 
any person who had been living, or intended to live, in the establishment 
for six months or more. People staying at the establishment who did not 
have a usual address elsewhere were also classified as a resident. Absent 
usual residents were asked to complete a Census form on their return to 
the establishment. This definition has changed since the 1991 Census, 
where a communal establishment resident was defined as any person who 
had spent six months or more in the establishment. Furthermore, in 1991 
absent residents were not left Census forms for completion on their 
return. 
 
Couple 
A person living in a couple is defined in 2001 as a person cohabiting or 
living with a spouse. It is based on information from the relationship 
matrix. In 1991 ‘a couple’ when used was a male aged 16 and over and a 
female aged 16 and over, whether married to each other or not, resident 
in a household with no other residents aged 16 and over. 
 
In contrast to 1991, where couples were defined as being only ‘of the 
opposite sex’, the algorithm used in 2001 provided for the recognition of 
same-sex cohabiting couples. 
 
Country of birth groupings 
In 1991 ‘Ireland (part not stated)’ was included in ‘Republic of Ireland’. In 
2001 this is given as a separate category; ‘Ireland, part not specified’. 
 
Similarly, in 1991 the ‘Isle of Man’ and ‘Channel Isles’ were included in 
the British Isles. In 2001 they are usually combined and given as a 
separate category or included in ‘Other EU countries’. 
 
Dependent child 
In 2001, a dependent child is a person aged 0 – 15 in a household 
(whether or not in a family) or aged 16 – 18, in full-time education and 
living in a family with his or her parent(s). This is a change from the 1991 
definition when a dependent child was a person aged 0 – 15 in a 
household or a person aged 16 – 18, never married, in full-time education 
and economically inactive. In Northern Ireland, a dependent child was a 
person aged 0 – 15 in a household or a person aged 16 – 19, never 
married, in fulltime education and economically inactive. The revised 2001 
definition has been agreed following consultation with users. 



Economic activity 
The definitions of some of the categories within economic activity have 
changed since 1991. The 2001 definition is compatible with the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) definition of economic status. The 
main differences are: 
 
a) Unemployed/Out of employment 
In 2001 a person is defined as Unemployed if he or she is not in 
employment, is available to start work in the next two weeks and has 
either looked for work in the last four weeks or is waiting to start a new 
job. This is slightly different from the 1991 definition of Out of 
employment which included any person not currently working who was 
seeking work, prevented by temporary sickness from seeking work or 
waiting to take up a job already accepted. 
 
b) Economically inactive: student 
Though the 1991 form included a separate box for people to indicate that 
they were a ‘student’ in the question on activity in the week before the 
census, the ‘economically inactive - student’ category was created in 
output and included all full-time students, irrespective of their indicated 
economic status from other information recorded on the form. In 2001, 
the category includes economically inactive full-time students and part-
time students who did not give any other reason for economic inactivity. 
 
c) Unpaid work 
In 1991 persons in unpaid work (other than those in a family business 
including a shop or farm) were included under ‘Economically Inactive: 
Other’. In 2001 they are included under ‘In employment’ and classified 
according to the person’s responses to the questions. 
 
d) Full-time students 
The 1991 question included a separate category for full-time students. All 
full-time students were assumed to be economically inactive and were 
included in the ‘Student’ category under economically inactive (see (a) 
above). In 2001 information on the economic status of full-time students 
was collected and they are classified according to that status. 
 
Family 
In 2001, the definition of a family has been extended to include a 
cohabiting couple of the same sex with or without child(ren). The 
condition that the children are ‘never married’ has been removed. 
 
Non-dependent child 
This term is used in 2001 for a child who is not a dependent child. Hence, 
a nondependent child is a child aged 19 or over, or a child aged 16 – 18 
who is not a full-time student. In 1991 a non-dependent child was defined 
in Northern Ireland as a child in a family who was never married, aged 16 



years or over, not in full-time education and economically active. In 
England, Wales and Scotland and the Northern Ireland SAS tables a non-
dependent child was defined as a child who was not a dependent child. 
 
Household Reference Person 
This term is used in 2001 output instead of the term ‘head of household’ 
which was applied in 1991. For a person living alone, that person is 
clearly the Household Reference Person (HRP). If the household contains 
only one family (with or without ungrouped individuals) the HRP is the 
same as the Family Reference Person (FRP). If there is more than one 
family in the household, the HRP is chosen from among the FRPs using 
the same criteria as for choosing the FRP (economic activity, then age, 
then order on the form). If there is no family, the HRP is chosen from the 
individuals using the same criteria. 
 
In 1991, the head of household was taken as the first person on the form 
unless that person 
was aged under 16 or was not usually resident in the household. If one of 
these conditions was not met then the head of household was taken as 
the first person entered on the form who satisfied these criteria (or the 
oldest person if all usually resident persons were under 16). 
 
Lone parent 
This term is used in 2001 to describe a father or mother with his or her 
child(ren) where the parent does not have a spouse or partner in the 
household and the child(ren) do not have a spouse, partner or child in the 
household. It also includes a lone grandparent with his or her 
grandchild(ren) where there are no children in the intervening generation 
in the household. 
 
The 1991 SARs were drawn from the 10 per cent output, and the 
definition of lone parent used information on relationship and was the 
same as for 2001. 
 
Migrant 
In 2001 the migrant status for children aged under one in households is 
determined by the migrant status of their ‘next of kin’ (defined as in order 
of preference, mother, father, sibling (with nearest age), other related 
person, Household Reference Person). Children aged under one in 
communal establishments are classified as having ‘no usual address’ one 
year ago. In 1991 children aged under one were omitted from person 
level migration tables. 
 
Industry 
In 2001, industry descriptions were coded to a modified version of the UK 
Standard Industrial Classification of Economic Activities 1992 - UK SIC 



(92). This gives similar output to 1991 when industry descriptions were 
coded to a modified version of the 1980 version of this index (UK SIC 80). 
 
Occupation 
In 2001, occupation was coded to the 2000 edition of the Standard 
Occupational Classification (SOC). This differs substantially from the 1990 
edition of the Standard Occupational Classification that was used in 1991. 
 
Social class/socio-economic groups 
The National Statistics socio-economic classification (NS-SeC) has been 
introduced by the Government to replace social class based on occupation 
(also known as the Registrar General’s Social Class) and socio-economic 
groups (SEG). This classification is used in 2001 outputs. Information on 
comparing the NS-SeC groupings with the classifications used in 1991 can 
be found on the National Statistics web site at 
www.statistics.gov.uk/nsbase/methods_quality/ns_sec. 
 
Social Grade, approximated 
This is a new variable introduced for 2001. Social Grade is the socio-
economic classification used by the market research and marketing 
industries. 
 
Shared dwelling 
In 2001, a household’s accommodation (a household space) is defined as 
being in a shared dwelling if (a) it has accommodation type ‘part of a 
converted or shared house’, (b) not all the rooms (including bathroom 
and toilet, if any) are behind a door that only that household can use, and 
(c) there is at least one other such household space at the same address 
with which it can be combined to form the shared dwelling. If any of these 
conditions is not met, the household space forms an unshared dwelling. 
In Scotland, an additional clerical exercise was carried out to identify 
further shared accommodation by inspecting addresses. 
 
The definition of an unshared dwelling was different in 1991. A household 
space with its own entrance to the building was said to form as unshared 
dwelling even if its accommodation was not self-contained. In addition, 
there was the concept of an ‘unattached household space’. If there was 
only one household space that shared an entrance to the building and was 
not self-contained this was not joined with other household spaces to 
form a shared dwelling. Instead, it was described as an unattached 
household space and did not form part of a dwelling. 
 
Usual address of students and schoolchildren 
Students and schoolchildren studying away from the family home are 
counted as being resident at their term-time address (wherever they were 
enumerated). The information on families, household size and household 
composition for their family home does not include them. In the 1991 



Census, students and schoolchildren were treated as resident at their 
family home and were included in the corresponding counts. 
 
Visitor 
The 1991 Census population present population base included information 
on visitors, that is people enumerated at an address who were not usually 
resident at that address. This information is not available in 2001. 
 
5.5 Quick comparison 
 

A quick comparison between the 1991 and 2001 Individual SAR 

Variables 1991 SAR 2001 SAR Licensed 

Individual Demographics 

Age AGE 
Single years until 90, 
then grouped 

AGE0 
Age 0-16 and 64 and over in 
single years; 16-64 grouped into 
bands 

Sex SEX SEX 

Marital status MSTATUS 
5 categories 'Single', 
'Married', 'Remarried', 
'Divorced' and 
'Widowed' 

MARSTAT 
6 categories: extra category 
'Separated (but still legally 
married)' 

Country of birth COBIRTH 
42 categories 

COBIRTH0 
7 categories 

Ethnic group ETHGROUP 
10 categories – the 
same in England, 
Wales and Scotland 
no question was 
asked in Northern 
Ireland 

ETHEW England and Wales - 5 
categories 
ETHS Scotland - 5 categories 
ETHN Northern Ireland 2 
categories 
Categories differ between each 
country 

Religion RELIGION 7 
categories only in N 
Ireland 

RELIGN 7 categories only in N 
Ireland 
COMBGN 4 categories only in N 
Ireland (community background) 
No religion available for England, 
Wales and Scotland 

Status in 
communal 
establishment 

CESTSTAT 3 
categories (extra 
category visitor) 

CESTATUS 2 categories 

Type of 
communal 
establishment 

CESTTYPE 14 
categories 
CETYPENI 11 
categories in N. 
Ireland 

CETYPE 5 categories 

   



Country of usual 
residence 

Not available, can be 
derived 

COUNTRY 4 categories 

County DCOUNTY 63 
categories for 
counties 

Not available – no geography 
below Government Office Region 

Area of former 
residence 

MIGORGN 13 
categories, excl. 
N.Ireland 
MIGNI 13 categories, 
in N Ireland 

MIGORGN 16 categories including 
N Ireland 

Distance of move 
for migrants 

DISTMOVE 14 
categories 
Not available in 
Northern Ireland 

DISTMOV0 13 categories 

Distance to work DISTWORK 9 
categories 

DISTWRK0 11 categories 

Family type FAMTYPE 8 categories 
Different categories 
for lone parents 

FAMTYP 9 categories 
Same sex couple has been 
included 

Level of highest 
qualification 

QUALEVEL Level of 
highest qualification 
3 categories – beyond 
‘A’level only 
QUALNUM 3 
categories (number of 
qualifications) 
QUALSUB 35 
categories (subject of 
highest qualification) 

QUALVEWN 6 categories, England, 
Wales and NI, across NVQ range 
QUALVS 5 categories, Scotland 
only 
PROFQUAL 2 categories, Has/has 
not, England and Wales only 

Gaelic language GAELLANG 5 
categories (different 
combinations of 
read/speak/write) 

GAELREAD Read - 2 categories, 
binary code 
GAELSPK Speak - 2 categories, 
binary code 
GAELSTND Understand - 2 
categories, binary code 
GAELWRIT Write - 2 categories, 
binary code 
Addition of ‘understand’ 

Irish language IRISHLAN 8 
categories (different 
combinations of 
read/speak and write) 

IRISLANG 2 categories 
(combination of 
speaks/reads/writes/understands) 

General health 
over last twelve 
months 

Not available HEALTH 3 categories: good, fairly 
good, not good 

Number of hours 
care provided 

Not available PROVCARE 4 categories 
Refers to unpaid care whether 
within the household or outside 



 
Relationship to 
household 
head/reference 
person 

 
RELAT 8 categories 
RELATINI 7 
categories, N Ireland 

 
RELTOHR 13 categories 

Area/ Region of 
usual residence 

REGIONP 12 
categories, Standard 
Region 
URVISIT 13 
categories, excluding 
Northern 
Ireland (visitors) 
URVISNI 4 categories, 
N Ireland (visitors) 

REGION 13 categories, including 
Northern Ireland 
Government Office Region – with 
Inner/Outer London split 

SAR area AREAP 278 categories 
based on local 
districts of 120+ 
population 

Not available 

Schoolchild or 
student in full 
time education 

Not available STUDENT 2 categories, binary 
code 

Employment 

Economic activity ECONPRIM 10 
categories - primary 
ECONSEC 8 
categories - 
secondary 

ECONACT 13 categories 
Not available 

Ever worked Not available EVERWORK 2 categories, binary 
code 

Hours worked 
weekly 

HOURS 10 categories HOURSPW 80 categories, single 
hours up to 80; top coded 80+ 
HOURSPWG 5 categories, single 
hours grouped 

Industry INDUSTRY 60 
categories, SIC 

INDSTRY0 17 categories, SIC 

International 
standard 
classification of 
occupations(ISCO 
88, COM) 

Not available on 
Individual SAR – only 
available on 
Household SAR 

ISCO 9 categories – major groups 

Year last worked Not available LASTWORK 11 categories 

Socio-economic 
classification- 
NSSEC 

Not available – RG 
Class was used in 
1991 

NSSEC 40 categories 

Standard 
occupation 
classification SOC 

OCCPATN 73 
categories – based on 
SOC Minor 

SOCSUBMJ 25 categories for SOC 
SubMajor 



Social class (RG) 
based on 
occupation 

SOCLASS 7 categories 
Registrar General’s 
Social Class 

Not available 

Socio-economic 
group 

SEGROUP 18 
categories 

Not available 

Supervisor Not available SUPERVSR 2 categories, binary 
code 

Transport to work TRANWORK 10 
categories 

TRANWRK0 12 categories 

Size of workforce Not available WORKFORC 4 categories 

Workplace WORKPLCE 5 
categories 

WRKPLCE0 8 categories 

Resident status RESIDSTA 3 
categories – 
Visitor or usual 
resident 
present/absent 

Not available – 2001 Census did 
not enumerate visitiors 

Limiting long-
term illness 

LTILL 2 categories LLTI 2 categories 

Family 

Dependent 
children in 
family/household 

DEPCHILD 2 
categories- dependent 
children in household 
In Northern Ireland, a 
dependent child was a 
person aged 0-15 in a 
household or a person 
aged 16-19, never 
married, in full time 
education and 
economically inactive 

FNDEPCH 4 categories – 
dependent children in family 
Note a change in definition of 
child. A dependent child is a 
person aged 
0-15 in a household or aged 16-
18, in full time education and 
living in a 
family with his or her parents. It 
does not require being in a 
family/never 
married or economically inactive 
as it did in 1991 

Sex of FRP/family 
head 

SEXFAMHD 2 
categories 

FRSEX 2 categories 

NS-SEC 
socioeconomic 
classification of 
family reference 
person 

Not available FRNSSEC 12 categories 

Economic position 
of family 
reference 
person/family 
head 

ECPOSFHP 3 
categories 

FRECONAC 3 categories 

 



Household 

Accommodation 
type 

HHSPTYPE 14 
categories * 

ACCTYPE 7 categories 
Only householder provided the 
required information 

* These questions were answered partly by the enumerator, and partly by 
the householder. Where the type of accommodation was ‘part of a converted 
or shared house’ information was collected on whether the entrance to the 
building was separate or shared 

Use of 
bath/shower/toilet 

BATH 3 categories 
INSIDEWC 3 
categories 

BATHWC 2 categories 

Number of cars/ 
vans owned or 
available for use 

CARS 4 categories CARS0 4 categorie 

Central heating CENHEAT 3 categories CENHEAT0 2 categories 

Household density DENSITY 5 categories DENSITY 5 categories (not 
currently available) 

Accommodation 
furnished 
(Scotland) 

Not available FURN 2 categories 

Household 
education 
indicator 

Not available HEDIND 2 categories, binary code 
Household deprived in terms of 
education 
Not available in Scotland 

Household 
employment 
indicator 

Not available HEMIND 2 categories, binary code 
Household deprived in terms of 
employment 
Not in Scotland 

Household 
housing indicator 

Not available HHSGIND 2 categories, binary 
code 
Household deprived in terms of 
housing 
Not in Scotland 

Household health 
and disability 
indicator 

Not available HHLTHIND 2 categories, binary 
code 
Household deprived in terms of 
health/disability 
Not in Scotland 

Number of carers 
in the household 

Not available HNCARERS 3 categories 

Number of 
employed adults 
in household 

EARNERS 3 categories HNEARNRS 4 categories 



Number of 
persons in 
household aged 
65 or over/ 
pensionable age 

PENSINHH 2 
categories 
Refers to people of 
pensionable age (i.e. 
65+ for men and 60+ 
for women) 

HNELDERS 3 categories 
Refers to people of 65 and over 

Number of 
families in 
household 

Not available HNFAMS 7 categories 

Not available 
Number in 
household with 
limiting long-term 
illness 

LTILLHH 2 categories HNLLTI 3 categories 

Number of 
household 
members with 
poor health 

Not available HNPRHLTH 3 categories 

Number of usual 
residents in 
household 

RESIDENTS 4 
categories 

HNRESDNT 7 categories 

Lowest floor level 
of household 
living 
accommodation 

LOWFLOOR 7 
categories, 
Only in Scotland 

LOWFLOR0 6 categories 
Asked in all countries of the UK 

Multiple ethnicity 
household 
indicator 

Not available MULTETH 5 categories 

Number of floor 
levels 

Not available ROOMSFLR 2 categories 
Only in Northern Ireland 

Number of rooms 
in occupied 
household space 

Not available ROOMSNUM 4 categories 

Accommodation 
self-contained 

Not available SELFCONT 2 categories 

Household with 
students away 
during term time 

Not available STAHUK 4 categories 

Tenure of 
accommodation 

TENURE 10 categories TENUREW 6 categories, England 
and Wales only 
TENURSN 6 categories, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland only 
Reduced categories by comparison 
with 1991 

Social class family 
head 

SCLASSFH 9 
categories 
RG Class of family 

Not available 



head 

Social grade of 
household 
reference person 

Not available HRSOCGRD 5 categories 
Social grade of Household 
Reference Person 

Occupancy rating 
of household 

Not available OCCUPANCY 4 categories 

Imputation 

One number 
census status 

Not available ONCPERIM 4 categories 

Number of times 
information 
donated 

Not available EDISDONO 4 categories 

 
6. Registration and Access 
 
Only registered parties may use the Samples of Anonymised Records. 
Registered users can obtain the data from the SARs web site at 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/academic.html. 
 
Registration 
 
Registration and data access arrangements differ for academic and non-
academic users 
 

• Academic Users are users based at institutions of further or 
higher education. Academic registration is available through the 
UK Data Archive Census Registration Service at 
http://census.data-archive.ac.uk/. 

• Non-academic users work within commercial or non-commercial 
organisations outside academia. Details of non-academic access 
are available at www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/nonacademic/. 

 
Current users may continue to use an existing copy of the 1991 SARs 
under their previous registration. However, to obtain a new copy of the 
data, re-registration is required. 
 
Access for registered users 
 
The primary dissemination method for the SARs will be through web-
based exploration and download for academic users and CD-ROM for non-
academic users. A description of the various methods of accessing the 
data is available on our modes of access page at 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/access/modes.html. 
 
 
 



7. Resources for the SARs 
 
The following resources are available on the SARs web site: 
 

• A list of Frequently Asked Questions answers some common 
queries: www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/faq/ 

 
• Our Getting Started with the SARs guide is designed for new 

users to the data. It describes how to get going in a simple 
point-by-point style: www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/gettingstarted/ 

 
• The User Guide to the SARs is essential documentation for all 

users of the SARs. You are advised to consult this before working 
with the data. Links to more technical information are also 
provided: www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/guide/ 

 
• We are starting a series of Training workshops in Dec 2004: 

www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/support/training.html 
 
• Learning and teaching materials based on the SARs have been 

produced by CCSR staff as part of the CHCC project: 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/research/chcc/ 

 
• Introductions to common software packages are also available: 

o Analysing the SARs in SPSS: 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/use/packages/spss/ 

o Analysing the SARs with STATA: 
www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/use/packages/stata/ 

 
• 2000 Standard Occupation Classification (2000 SOC) codes - 

submajor and minor: www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/soc/ 
 
• If you have problems please contact SARs Support: 

www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/support/ 
 
8. Census forms 
 
Census forms are available at www.ccsr.ac.uk/sars/guide/forms/. They 
have been taken from the web sites of the respective census offices, 
whose web site addresses are given in the References and Links section 
below. 
 
Census forms can also be viewed from the Question Bank web site at 
http://qb.soc.surrey.ac.uk/surveys/cen/cenintro.htm. 
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Web links 
 
National Statistics web site: www.statistics.gov.uk 
 
General Register Office for Scotland web site: www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 



Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA): 
www.nisra.gov.uk 
 
Census 2001 Definitions Volume: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/census2001/definitions_chapters_1_5.p
df 
 
Scotland’s Census Results Online: 
www.scrol.gov.uk/scrol/common/home.jsp 
 
Definition of terms used in the 2001 Scottish Census: 
www.scrol.gov.uk/scrol/help/terms.htm 
 
Scotland’s Census 2001: The Registrar General’s 2001 Census Report to 
the Scottish Parliament: 
www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/grosweb/grosweb.nsf/pages/file5/$file/ 
rg_report_parliament.pdf 
 
Census Evaluation - Scotland:  
www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/grosweb/grosweb.nsf/pages/scotcen16 
 
The methodological approach to the 2001 census – NISRA: 
www.nisra.gov.uk/census/censusmethodology/census2001methodologypa
per.html 
 
Accuracy and quality of the 2001 Census: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001/methodology.asp 
 
Edit and imputation in the 2001 Census: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001/editimputevrep.asp 
 
Quality report on the 2001 Census: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001/proj_qr.asp 
 
1991 Census Validation Survey: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/about/data/methodology/specific/population/LS/res
ources/cvs.asp 
 
ONS protocol on data Access and Confidentiality: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/about/national_statistics/cop/downloads/prot_data
_access_confidentiality.pdf 
 
Standard Occupational Classification 2000: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/methods_quality/ns_sec/soc2000.asp 
 
National Statistics Socio-economic Classification: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/methods_quality/ns_sec/default.asp 



The Classification of Ethnic Groups: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/about/Classifications/ns_ethnic_classification.asp 
 
The One Number Census: 
www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001/IntroOneNumber.asp 
 
Legislation and Parliament’s role:  
www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001/IntroLegislation.asp 
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