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In the UK, population migration, both within and across national boundaries, now, more than ever, is high on political and policy agendas, and a frequent feature in public and academic debates. There is a wealth of literature on what factors influence migration, and on how and why people move over short and long distances. Yet there is still much to be learnt, particularly on life-time movement. We propose a fun, interactive, visual, and, more importantly, thought-provoking, exercise in which we ask delegates to map their migration histories. 

We will provide each participant with a map of the UK – we suggest in the delegate packs - on which they can trace their movement over their lifetime within the country, but with an opportunity to list any migration into and out of the UK, a means of indicating the main reason for each move, and some characteristics of the migrant.

The maps should be returned by delegates at the poster session, pinned to a large display board.

The data generated from this exercise will be analysed during the conference, and the results discussed, either at a short presentation at the end of the conference for everyone; or in one of the final sessions, or pinned up on a display board. The analysis will focus on life-time aspects of movement (though the dataset will be right-censored, as none of us have made our last move). For example, what kinds of people make most or furthest moves.

