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This paper investigates whether women work part-time through preference or constraint and argues
that different countries provide different opportunities for preference attainment. It argues that women
with family responsibilities are unlikely to have their working preferences met without national policies
supportive of maternal employment. Using event-history analysis the paper tracks part-time workers’
transitions to both full-time employment and to labour market drop-out.
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1. Constraints or Preferences?
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2. Preferences or Structure as Competing Explanations of Individual Outcome.

>0 (1 829 K§AH(6)! DK)! 1)3F)* ' *)$11,'11 L3? ) (P* A)(F)$! $38)I11/1CF)*(F!
C8/4)*128)$)4)$)(6)*PbK8'/(11,)/$+36/'8!(F! )63(3? /613C163P*IL/1,!/(FIO/FC'8IA)(62!
30) S/ A/(*1ICK3(" 8*BOBICH *I*CB, I' * 1 (* ¥3(' 8K386/)*13(1)? KB2? ) (1' (FIL 340\34)!
$63(6/8 ¥3(1 '+ L)@ ' 2" ) 1 FAFY) *%R3$! L3$DI3$/)(1'1/3(eL3$D/(AK$)4)$)(6)!
1,)3$/)*11363(0/(6)911,)2!,'0)! 131BAC)!L,'1IK$)4)$)(6)(F! '11/1CFY$)! /(F)K)(F)(1! 34!
J(*ACH3(" 8' (F1? " D) 1*BOBICH ¥3(9/41 ) 21" §1( 31/(*YICU3(* 8*BBICH 13(10) 632 )*!' !

637 K) L(A)bK8 (' BR!?)6, " (/+21343CH3? ) W/()!1?)' (*134' *SU(AL)IF3? /(' (6)!34



K$)4)$)(6)*B0)$*1$C61C$'1/3(Q!) 88# /1*1( F)K) ( F) ( 6) 14182 I*BBICH ¥3(9/*11,)168 /2 |
1,"1'11/1CF)F! K$)4)$)(6)*5)! 43$9F!)'$ 828(!/(! 8/4)H$)F37('(182!1,$3CAB,/8F,33F!
*36/'8/*'1/3(1U/%RASB1/WI\_! I'D/? 1IIIXI! L/1,! *1$3(AB/(D*BC(FIO)LL))(! K'$)(1*P!
'(F! 6,/8F$)(*PL3$D/(AI'LL/ICF)UTL'$SHIB"; ; I XOZ(31)$!?)" (¥ 34 *)$L A 1)!
F32 /(' (6)! 34 K§ 49 (6)*1 30)§ *BRBICH*! /1 BI68/2 11" 1KHAH(6)*'H!*1 P91 1
30)$1?7)!1 ) 2!L /8(31Q V/( 40 (6) FCR!*BBICS 863( b9 ) (P9 FIL 39D(AKHHH (6)*!
'0)l O))(! CFIL3)bK8Y(11) 1K $7<] (6)1/(11)IA (P IA K/(IK 21" (ABR *1344?" §!
K'$1/6/K'1/3WR3$LANX! *I L)88!! 1,)! 1$'F1/3('8IF/0/*/3(134B'O3CHI1,/(! ,3C*),38F*1
1 8BCA 11?) 1V §295 ' T(AR! (Fd/' (6, /11 JIWRE , /§!$))' $6, ' *I143 FI' IF) 6%) *) /(!
B FH13(' 8A) (D HF(3R *IA FH/(AK /' (FQ K /FIL 3301 )*) (3821, ' 0)1Q) (143 F
13K)$*/*90)(! /(1 23C(A$!63,3$1*1U-,3$(13(!"(F!g3C(AM#)5'$63!133"X %!

|

) %)B3(F! K)$*K)61/0)L)(F*! Bl A $71 K $M? )1 LD ' ' 1 o63(*8 /(R 39 ' *1 ' (!
'6637? 3F'])F16,3/6)!A/0)(11,)I"0%)(6)! 34! 81)$L/0)*I U 22 )BL)/LI(F! 7'A'8" 13\9!
567! 133:91 RA'(! 1J0"X%+/0)(! 1,)! F/44/6C8326320(/(Al 1,)IF)?'(F* 346,/8F6'S)!
L/111)1P) 2" (P34 14@VI2 ) 1[3CAL 3?) (1, ' 0)!1) (P IBI* 6§46)!1 ) /96 9) 1 BICH(A
QK 1)/9 6, /89 (%RB? | 1 /4 KFK)610)! /1 /41 1,) *1$CE1CHAO031,11,)! 2 $D)14L,)!
/(637 K 108134 35(AI8Y L /1142 /@184 9 (F11)!,32)9/(11)1 B8R 1341 H13(' 8
F/0//3(*134C(K'/F18'0T$L/6,! 8/2/11,)1438 *I34)? K83279(11L3?) (1L/1,14'2 /8/)*6'( !
Y(AAY(%," IK $M? ) IL 35D/*1c6, 3*) (RCRI*3? ) IL 3D $' *1' 12)" (*134' 6, /) O/ AL 38TM
8/4)D'8'(6)! F3)*!(31V? K8AL3? ) (PIK$)4)$)(6)#43K ' $1IMIT30*DCH1,)$IC(F)$*63$)*!
1,)1'0%)(6)! 34181)$('1/0)*38C1/3(U3K'/FILISDA/0)(! 4'? /828)*K3(*/O/8/1/)( 6)$1'/(!

*36/)1/)*IU/%)86156,)889'8)! '(F! “3*/ "::SX%! , )3$/*1*84K' $IMIB3(*1$/(1C(F)$8/()!



1)!H4)9 (118 CBCA? ' $D) T9/(*VICY3(' 8*HIBLCS)™! L)88!*! A)(F)$)FIF/0/*/3(*I34K'/F!
'(F! C(K'/FI8'O3CSI1, /(1 42 /8/)*AL,/6,! '$)! 8D)8213/(48((6)! O31IK$)4)$)(6)43$71/3(!
CRIL)@ ! IT/(?) (B

!

Z! Ha¥ecaR! L/1! 1)1 )0IR(6)! L/L/(! 1/ O D! 63(6)K*! *01 QP! ?)' *CH*! 34
KHAH(6)*%>0) (! L/ ! B(ALH('8F 1!1/1/x10)R!63?2K36 DR BIAH I /()!L,)1)H
K$)4)$)(6)*15)! *108)B0)$1/7) 9I4!)! F3Y(314'0)! F'1'1 3(! K$)4)$)(6)*D)43$)F! ex post9
12 /4 2 K3 B HYIR/()!'L,)1)8 KHYH(6)* PHIF/()! 3CB3?)! 38 L,)1)H
KHHPH(6)**, /A B H 4 613CH3? )% , )H!/* 63(*/F)$'08)$)*)'$6,! L,/6,! *CAA)*11,'1!
K$)4)$)(6)*!(F! '11/1CF)8, (A)! '6$3**11,)! 8/4)63C$H)I(! $)*K3(*)! 136, (A/(A! *36/'8!
*1C'U3(*U7/23(1 "\9! "\S9! 7/? 3(! QF'L6h2D!(F! 13823'D! 13JaX9bR3$I(*1'(6)9! L)!
' 0))O/F) (6)11 " IK $M? ) 1L 33D $16, ' (A)11,)/$F1'1)Fc$)*3(*PU3H3 $D/(AK' $IM YA 3!
$)AB611, ) /$!) 63( 3? /61 */1C ¥3(%H'81/)SU";;; X! C/(AK'()8! F' 1'14/(F*I1,'1IL3$D)$*L/1,!
F)6$)*)FIK$30'0/8/134P 30/(AI3C134K'$IM1/P K83279(1!'$)! ? 31B/D)82A136,'(A) !
1)19" *3(*11) 2134 S BIL 3D(AK SM? ) %' N2 ) BIL, 3linitially!F)4/()F!1,)? *)80)H
*| C(F)$)?K832)Fa,'1!/*11,3%)!L,3! L)$)! C('08)!134/(Fe301'/(! 4C88ML[3O!1!1/7?)!
K$3F"9IL)H!TO) 18D RIB163/? 11, ' 11,)2!6,3*)! 13L3SDK'$IMIYP111/?) IK)$/3ANE) !
'§31," 0)!)0/F) (6)!134L 3/( AKHH P (6)*!1*, /41/(A113!'663773F'1)1*36/'8!63(*1$1(4$3 !
TC'8/1'1/0)('82*)*%!d2! /(1)$0/)L/(A! $)*K3(F)(1*'11 LLIIK3/(1*I(! 1/?)!)/ ?? )8L)/LI(F!
7'AL'81UUI\ XU F ?231)$16," (AP 1)/8" WIP*!* (F/(L1)(1/3(*! 63(6)$(/(A! 1,)/$!
6,/96 §! " (F1)?2KB2?) (1" (A?) (X L,)(!)bL)$(8!63(*1$/(1*1?" F)! 1,)/$! K8'(*!
/2 K3**IC 1 B!' 6,/)0) % , ) 2" §31BQ FI/(*1 (6)*IL,)$)! K)$*3('8/120$'/1*B6)@)/(AL/A,82!

637 2 /1) FIBIK /FIL 39086, ' (A PB!' 6637 2 3F /(8 b/GY ") b]) K ' 863(*15 /( F%



!

>0)(1L/1 3C11)!63(6) $(*13485)0)$9!6 C ¥3(!/(! K$)4)$)(6)438 '1/3(9LL)! '8*3!())F! 13!
63(*/F)$!L,)1,)$! L3$D/(AML)PK$)4)$)(6)*!6 (! Q! ?) B6>? KI$E 8 )O/F) (6)! $)0)' 8!
63(*/F)$'08)P /*2'16,! O)1L))(! K$)4)$$)FF! '61C'8L3$D/(AL3C$*CAA)*1/(A2 ' $D)L
FAFL) W3, )/2 1" (F- ' 28330Ja9NV>G#! 1JJ"IIR'A(! e alNII"XURA'(! et al!WII" X
4(R?2/%2" B,1Q1L))('KHHH P’ (F' 61C 8L3$D/(AI3C$*16$3*+11,)! >CS3K)'(!.(/3(9!
L/31L3?)(1§*18D ! B!, ' 0)!1)/HL 35D AVIR ) I K$Y)$) 6)*1?) B3, ) /2 ' (F- ' 283!
UIJJaX@*/(AIF/44)$) (' 1'9MBC(F!1,'11K$)4)$$)EBSD/(AI3CH! L)$)! 23%)! 8/D)8A3D)!
3QL/()F' 4)4' 1[30230)!1$1 )91 (IL/1 /(1" L3$D)$*MICSS)(K3*1%#! *CAA)*11,'1!
L3$D)$M6'$)$8)! 8/D)82B)(63C(1)$F/44/6C81Y!1, ) ISKCEFTL34KH H F FIL 33D/(AL?)9
AO)(11,)/963? K) 110) IF* FO' (1 A) /(12 ' 9D 13CB3? ) *I * S ) **!' (FIE ' ©3A) 81 JJ: 2

!

>7? KEB2) $PKIB0/*/3( 134 A33FITC §LIK M2 ) 1) ? K8327 (11/*I'8*318/D)8213/(48C)(6)LL,)!
K$3K3$1/3¢L3$D)$H.,3! L3SDK'$IMIPL $3CAKS)4)$)(6)%B?)!) ? K832)$'$)! D(3L(!
BI34)$9 F®) F, 3CH63( 15 61! BIO' &) F1)? K832))*L,3! *))D!1,)? 9¥316'88)F$)1)(1/3(!
K'$1MIK3*1WVPA)/8821a9! - /&!": ; WA, 3L)0) 9 189 6) ("9 (F6) S /(@!( 31484
1)IF TIL/(F3L! 0'/8 G !BICIL 3$D$H*) ) DI( A" I$)FCBL3( 1/( 11, ) /$! 3CHY $)1? 3$)8D) !
131'0)! 138)'0)! 1,)/$13043$! F/44)$)(B() 'Ud3,)/? I'(F! -'283$!13Ja X%AB? ) 1$)*)'$6,)$*!
'11$/0C1LB? ) (P*)b6)**! *CKK82BK'$IMLAL3$D!*! (! YbKB (' B$2?)6," (/*?13411,)!
K33$ITC 12! 341K $MP ) ![3C! U C? 31)113J:9! KUIXIL/1,! 8'6DBAFCKK3IMISL3I$D)$M
6 9 $1) 49 610) @IKC, /(AL )2 /(B! (FH/(43$6/(AL,)!)b/*1)(6)! 34! K33$83)? C()$'1)F!
'(F! 83LITC'8/1K'$1MLP8'O3CH " $D)198! ()1,)8)**9! (31!'88!63C(1$/)*K$30/F)K33$!

TC'8/1N'$1IMIPLISDUVPG3(()SEF! +*, 113J:_! VPY)/882(F! RA'(! ":;HX!'(F! L,/8)!
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3. Different Institutions, Different Outcomes
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*/? [8'$1111,)! O)A/((/(A! 34BC$BO*)$0'13(! K)$/FQYL,1 #)(? "$DIK)(F/(Al"%;K)$6)(19!
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6,/66 9198611 )IFH4H (1 8% *134/(0)*1?) (LIF)*6$/0)FRIL,! SaK)$6)(184K (/*!
6,/8F$)(QH!K)$6)(134R$)(6,!6,/8F$)(IUL,3CALL/*1? ' *D*Il *I3(AF/44)$)(1/@2A)! L/1,!
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F/44)$)(6)%( L3$D/(AL/?)_L,/8)! ?)(! '(F! L3?)(! $)K3$UP /8'$SL3SD/(AI3CS(! R$'(6)!
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TABLES !

Figure 1. Difference in the Kaplan-Meier Survival Estimates of Part-time Workers' Transitions versus Full-time
Workers' Transitions to FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT. The Y axis shows the difference in the proportion of
workers surviving a transition.
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Figure 2. Difference in the Kaplan-Meier Survival Estimates of Part-time Workers' Transitions versus Full-time
Workers' Transitions to INACTIVITY. The Y axis shows the difference in the proportion of workers surviving a
transition.

J%
J%o
. P R T LI SRR
% . L’ -~ - e . .
S [
e s Ry +
- + A 000000000, PPN
P R o

NP6

M\'ZU
—e—Denmark -+ France - - - - United-Kingdom Time in Months (0-96)




Table 1. Female Part-time Workers Transitions to FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT, waves 1-8 of the
ECHP, Piecewise Constant Exponential Model run with Robust Standard Errors (RSE)
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Table 2. Female Part-time Workers’ Transitions to INACTIVITY, waves 1-8 of the ECHP, Piecewise
Constant Exponential Model, run with Robust Standard Errors (RSE)
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APPENDIX

Table A1 Descriptive Statistics of the covariates for our female part-time worker samples by country.
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