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The overall mission of the Centre is to provide a strategic focal point for the identification, development and delivery of an integrated national research, training and capacity-building programme aimed at:

· promoting a step change in the quality and range of methodological skills and techniques used by the UK social science community; and

· providing support for, and dissemination of,  methodological innovation and excellence within the UK.

The Centre consists of a central ‘Hub’ with distributed ‘Nodes’. The hub will be responsible for coordination of various Centre activities, such as its interface with social science users of research methods and with other organisations and initiatives with related aims, especially the Research Methods Programme. It will also be responsible for the management of the Centre’s communications, including dissemination, online resources and outreach activities. The nodes will be primarily responsible for the delivery of the Centre’s research and capacity building programmes. 

The Hub is based at the University of Southampton and draws upon a team with expertise across a range of methods and disciplines. The hub’s co-directors are: Chris Skinner (social statistics), Sue Heath (sociology), David Martin (geography), Grainne Conole (education) and Jackie Powell (social work). The team’s first responsibility was to undertake a consultation exercise in December 2003 – January 2004. The hub’s contract with ESRC started formally on 1 April 2004 and is initially for five years. At the time of the Methods Festival, the nodes are in the process of being commissioned. The result of the commissioning process is expected to be announced by the end of November 2004 and about six to eight nodes are expected to begin work in April 2005, funded by ESRC initially for a three year period.

The Centre’s strategic priorities will be informed by ongoing auditing of the research methods needs, skills and capacity of the social science community as well as of the provision of training. This process began with the consultation exercise undertaken by the hub team. The Centre’s coverage of research methods will be broad, including both quantitative and qualitative methods. There will be a focus on methods which are transferable between disciplines and areas of application and the Centre will seek to foster linkages between different methodological approaches.

The Centre will undertake activities in three broad areas:

· research
· training and capacity building
· information, resources and coordination
The NCRM Research Programme

The Centre’s research programme will aim to stimulate imaginative new developments in methods and be responsive to new needs and opportunities that arise. It will be based upon three kinds of projects:

· Node-based projects: focusing on innovative methodological development within the context of substantive research problems and applications, with an emphasis on transferability to other disciplines and research fields; 

· Short-term projects: catalyzing projects, stimulating research and debate on new methodological challenges; synthesising projects, reviewing developments within specific methodological fields/identifying commonalities between fields; 

· Affiliated projects: other methodologically innovative research projects will be invited to affiliate to the Centre and to participate in its activities.

The NCRM’s Training and Capacity Building Programme

The Centre’s training and capacity building programme will aim to upgrade the quality and range of the methodological skills-base across the general social science community and facilitate the diffusion of cutting-edge methodological expertise to a new generation of social scientists. The Centre expects to contribute to the coordination of ESRC support for training of UK social scientists over the life course, beyond established postgraduate training. It also expects to provide particular support to methodological researchers, especially at start of their careers

Information, Resources and Coordination

The Centre will act as a general resource for the UK social science community, providing up-to-date information and on-line resources on a wide range of methodological issues. It will seek to identify and where possible remedy serious gaps in provision. In addition to producing resource materials itself, the Centre will draw the attention of social scientists to relevant resources available elsewhere and will work with other resource providers in the area to ensure a coherence of activities and distribution of resources.

Further Information

For further information about the Centre, see the NCRM website at

www.ncrm.ac.uk
or contact the NCRM administrator:
Becky Clarke, National Centre for Research Methods, School of Social Sciences, University of Southampton, Southampton SO17 1BJ, tel: 023 8059 4539, e-mail: info@ncrm.ac.uk
