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The European Social Survey (ESS) is a relatively new academically-led repeating social survey.  Face-to-face interviews are carried out with strict probability samples of at least 2,000 persons in each participating nation.  Round 1 field work took place in 22 nations in 2002-03. Round 2 will begin in September 2004, with 24 participating nations. The core focus of the survey is on socio-political attitudes, values, quality of life, and socio-demographics.  The survey also carries rotating modules of questions on specific topics.  The round 1 modules addressed immigration, and citizenship, involvement and democracy.

The ESS has both substantive and methodological aims.  Broadly stated, the substantive aims are to improve understanding of associations and trends in the views and opinions of European citizens.  The methodological aims are to improve the quality of quantitative cross-national comparative research by establishing and promoting best practice in survey design and implementation and by carrying out an associated programme of methodological research.

With respect to these dual aims, two features of the survey are particularly notable:

1. The survey data are made freely available to the entire research community as soon as possible.  There is no privileged access to those directly involved in carrying out the survey; neither is any charge made for the data.  They can be downloaded from the ESS data website: http://ess.nsd.uib.no.

2. A range of methodological information and data are made available for research purposes, including data that are rarely made publicly available. These include detailed descriptions of sample design and other features, plus microdata relating to sample design (PSUs, strata, selection probabilities), interviewer involvement (complete field call records) and interviewer observation data for all sample cases (respondents and non-respondents). 

 This presentation will describe some of the exciting teaching and research opportunities that the ESS presents.

Further information about the ESS can be found at http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org.

