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Rather than discuss one issue in detail, I want to consider four issues for discussion and debate. I will cover them in about 12 minutes on the day. They are loosely related to ‘methodological opportunities’ and are where I would like to see the mixed methods community focus in the future.

1. Naming types of mixed methods studies

There are a variety of ways of mixing methods. I feel that we need to name some common approaches and consider the key issues within them rather than continue to discuss mixed methods generally as an issue. I will describe ‘ethnographic residual analysis’ and ‘process evaluation alongside a randomised controlled trial’ as examples.

2. Making integration visible

Integration of methods can be ignored in mixed methods studies, or a limited approach to integration can be taken. This may be due to the lack of formal training researchers have in integration and a lack of acknowledgement of the range of integration which actually occurs within a study. I feel we need to look in detail at the effect of one method on another within a study and make it visible in our publications, that is be explicit about the processes of integration.

3. Showing the ‘yield’

Mixed methods studies reach the parts other types of studies cannot reach, or do they? In an assessment I made of 75 mixed methods studies evidence of this was usually implicit and often the yield was simply addressing two questions in a study rather than one. I feel that we need to work out the gains from using mixed methods in our studies and be explicit about them, that is be explicit about the outcomes of integration. 

4. Thinking about quality

How do you tell a good mixed methods study from a poor one? I am delighted that Alan Bryman is discussing this issue at the workshop. I have looked at existing quality criteria for assessing mixed methods studies and applied a set of criteria to 75 studies. I feel that the identification of quality criteria is a neglected area and that it can be difficult to apply criteria in practice once they have been identified. 

