Worksheet 1

Exploring Documentation: The British Crime Survey 2000 and the British Crime Survey 2000 Teaching Dataset

We will be using the British Crime Survey 2000 Teaching Dataset: a simplified subset of the British Crime Survey 2000 which is easier for learners.  The data is real data collected from respondents to the survey and will produce valid results.  

In order to be a critical researcher it is important to understand where the data comes from.  The documentation that comes with the teaching dataset will help a little, but it will also help to look at how the original dataset was created.  Each ESDS dataset has a UK Data Archive catalogue entry and may also have a fuller web page.  Through these, you can access documentation.  You can access the catalogue entry by searching the catalogue, or you can take a shortcut.  

· Go to the ESDS website at http://www.esds.ac.uk
· Go to major studies using the link in the Search Data Catalogue box on the left and scroll down to find the British Crime Survey
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· Click on the link to open a page for the whole British Crime Survey series

This will take you to a webpage which lists all the BCS datasets available for downloading, including information on those that can be explored online using Nesstar
. It also provides links to the documentation for each dataset (Doc), so you can explore all the documentation before downloading any data (for example to check if a certain question is asked or if a variable is available for any/all years). Note that there is a box at the top of the page that has a link to additional BCS web pages. Also, at the bottom of the webpage there is information on Related Datasets. 
· Scroll down to the British Crime Survey 2000 and click on the link 

· Look at the Principal investigators, sponsors, abstract, coverage, universe sampled and methodology sections to answer the following:
[image: image4.wmf]Who were the principal investigators on the BCS 2000?

Who paid for it?

Respondents are asked about their experiences of crime for what period?

Which countries are covered by the BCS 2000?

How many people were interviewed in each sample household? 
What methods of data collection were used? 
· Scroll down to the bottom of the screen to the documentation box

· Open up the technical documentation part 1 and see if you can find the sampling information

· Scroll to the end of the technical documentation part 1 to find the questionnaire and scroll through the administrative information to the first question respondents are asked (Appendix D, p3)
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What is the first question asked?
· Return to the British Crime Series page (press the back button a couple of times to get to www.esds.ac.uk/findingData/bcrsTitles.asp
· Scroll to the bottom of the page to Related Datasets

· Click on the link for the BCS 2000 Teaching Datasets (SN 4740)
You should see a web page that looks like this:

[image: image2.png]| Home | A-Z index | Site map | Contact | Login | Search: [Eaaren we/asts |68

Economic and Social Data Service E!EE

Economic and Social Data Service

Rl 5-voot | oo | oot | Hers | bt ]

& print.friendly page

Finding SN 4740 -British Crime Survey, 2000: Teaching Dataset
Catalogue search New Data Catalogue
About catalogue seach
Help on searching
=
Browse by subject Dounload/Order W | Explore Online
Browse by service b Y—
Major studies !
New releases Extemal View

HASSET thesaurus
Other archives

Documentation Variable List Keywords Publications Related Studies
Accessing

About the data Title:

Data management Sritish Crime Survey, 2000; Teaching Dataset

Learning and teachin
S2Ne PN Subject Categories:




· Look through the catalogue entry to answer the following:

 Does the catalogue entry explain which data file the teaching dataset is drawn from?  
What is the Serial Number (starting SN) for the dataset from which the dataset is drawn?


How many cases are there in the teaching dataset?

What documentation is available at the bottom of the page? 

· Open the pdf user guide by clicking on its link 
· Search the documentation to answer the following questions:


Search on “weight”: why are weights provided?  Will results be biased if weights are not applied?

Search on “missing values” : how might missing values arise in the data?

Search on “fear of crime” to find fear of crime in the codebook.  What is the name of the variable which contains information on whether the respondent feels safe home alone at night?

Which weight variable should be used to weight this variable? 

· Search on the name of the variable which measures fear of being home alone at night to find details of this variable. 

You should have found something that looks like this: 
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You can access the documentation for a dataset of your choice by going to the relevant ESDS catalogue entry.

For your choice of dataset:

· Locate the dataset in catalogue

· Read the study description in the catalogue entry

· Locate documentation and think through the following questions:

· Will the population sampled in the survey allow you to describe the population that wish to describe? 

· Is the sample population appropriate?

· What questions are asked that will be of use to your research question?

· Are the questions you want answered, answered by the group you want to describe? 

· How are the answers to questions held as variables in the data?  (ie. What variables are in the data, what values do they have)

· Do the variables come directly from the questionnaire – or have they been derived (if so, can you work out how?)

· Do you have a large enough sample?

· Do you need to weight?
This Workbook is modified from the Crime Workbook available at http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/resources/sass
� http://nesstar.esds.ac.uk/webview/index.jsp





