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Methods in Politics

Or: How to get the terrified to love statistics

Overall aims

• Basic quantitative methods for all

Ad d tit ti  th d  f  

Dr Sean Carey, Department of Politics, University of Sheffield 2

• Advanced quantitative methods for some

• Link quantitative academic study of politics 
with existing ‘knowledge’ of politics

• Link UG training with PG training/careers

Dilemma
• Statistics anxiety, denial, ignorance…

Solutions
S bj t ifi
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• Subject specific
• Link with ‘real’ world
• Stress application & interpretation
• Variation in activities, teaching & assessment
• Time

Level 2 Political Analysis

• Theories, approaches, scientific method…

• Quantification of Politics
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• Research design in Political Science

• Methodology in Political Science

• Data collection

• Data analysis

Exercises: Data Debate

Projection of numbers of households 
 

 Number of 
households 
(thousands) 

Average household 
size 

1992 22,487 2.44 
1993 22,624 2.43 
1994 22,758 2.42 
1995 22,896 2.41 
1996 23,025 2.40 
1997 23 132 2 40

Total International migration 
 

Year inflow outflow balance 
1992 268 281 - 13 
1993 266 266 0 
1994 315 238 + 77 
1995 312 236 + 76 
1996 318 264 + 54

e.g. the rate of immigration should be lowered/raised
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1997 23,132 2.40 
1998 23,260 2.39 
1999 23,406 2.39 
2000 23,597 2.37 
2001 23,927 2.36 
2002 24,152 2.35 
2003 24,365 2.34 
2004 24,555 2.33 
2011 26,235 2.25 
2016 27,526 2.20 
2021 28,732 2.15 
2026 30,042 2.11 

 
Communities and Local Government (www.communities.gov.uk) 

1997 327 279 + 48 
1998 391 251 + 140 
1999 454 291 + 163 
2000 479 321 + 158 
2001 479 306 + 173 
2002 513 358 + 155 
2003 508 361 + 147 
2004 586 342 + 244 
2005 563 359 + 204 
2006 591 400 + 191 

 
Office for National Statistics 

Lectures: simple techniques
Do you think that the general economic condition of the country will 
improve, stay the same or get worse over the next 12 months?

Ipsos MORI
(all voters)
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Obfuscating politics?
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Understanding complexity?

The Comparative Manifestos Project has devised a scale for measuring the ideology of 
political parties from -100 (far left) to +100 (far right). The following table shows the 
average ideology of governing parties in a selection of countries, firstly through an analysis 
of their campaign promises and secondly through an analysis of their policy declarations.

Why do you think there are differences between the two scales?
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Budge, I., H-D. Klingemann, A. Volkens, J. Bara and E. Tannenbaum (2001) Mapping Policy 
Preferences: Estimates for Parties, Electors and Governments, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Assessment

1. Questionnaire design

2 Comparison of 2 political organisations’ 
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2. Comparison of 2 political organisations  
use of statistics

3. Data Analysis

4. Unseen exam

Assessment 3 datasets

1. British Election Study

2. British Social Attitudes Survey

3. Eurobarometer
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4. Political Terror Scale / Polity / COW / WDI

# of variables
provide meaningful variables names/labels
create easy-to-read codebooks

Assessment 3 support

1. SPSS workshops

2. SPSS how-to guides

3. FAQs & message board on VLE
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4. SPSS surgeries

5. Alternative dataset sessions

6. SPSS output interpretation seminars

Level 3 Quantitative Dissertation 
in Political Science

• Advanced data collection (on demand)
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• Advanced data analysis (on demand)

• Visual presentation of quantitative data
Visual presentation of research design

• Dual supervision
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General approach

• No maths background assumed

• Subject specific
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Subject specific
(Sub-discipline specific)

• Link to ‘real’ politics

• Student research-led teaching/assessment

• Variation in learning activities/assessment


