Finding and obtaining Data for Learning and Teaching in ESDS 
1. Searching the Catalogue for Learning and Teaching Datasets_______________
To find any  learning and teaching dataset across ESDS: 
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Go to http://www.esds.ac.uk
· Click on Browse by subject in the Search Catalogue box

· Scroll down the browse list left hand column and tick teaching packages and test datasets (about half way down)
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· A list of teaching datasets will be generated: 

[image: image2.png]Download

N Study Description
v " 1 order
6117 |Expenditure and Food Survey, 2005-2006: Teaching Dataset i
5171 |Multilevel Event History Analysis Training Datesets, 2003-2005 s
6096 |Exploring Dats, Second Edition: Teaching Datasets, 1958-2005 A
warterly_Labour Force Survev, June - August, 2005: Ethnit =,
s491 | Teaching Dataset w 0
British_Household Panel Surveyi Waves 1-13. 19912004 =,
sass
| Teaching Dataset (Time Use, Leisure and Social Memberships; w 0
Lonaitudinal Studv of Youna Peopls in Enaland; Wave 1, 2004
ey |Lona a_People in_End = -






These teaching datasets vary in format and origin, some have been produced by ESDS as cut-down versions of larger datasets, others have been made available by text book (or web-site) authors to provide access to data used in their materials. 

· Identify a dataset of interest to you

· Click on the Study description link to find out more about the dataset 
· Who created the dataset?

· Is further documentation or other materials such as exercises or workbook available? 
· Are the data created from pre-existing datasets available in the UK Data Archive? 

2. Finding other data________________________________________________
If a teaching dataset has not already been created you may find:

· That you can find data from which you can draw your own teaching dataset

· Some datasets may be OK for students to use in their raw form (for example the British Social Attitudes Survey may be simple enough to use without changes)

Creating a teaching dataset will take longer as you will need to invest the time understanding the data and making the new file. 

You can find any dataset using the catalogue search area of the ESDS home page at http://www.esds.ac.uk using keywords typed in to the search box, browsing or heading directly to major studies. 

3. Searching for specific variables (ESDS Government datasets) ++++++++++s
After something specific?  If you want to support a substantive point in your teaching you may want specific data to do so.  Variables in ESDS Government are indexed so that you can do a keyword search across their name and labels.  The search result gives you univariate frequencies and links to the data if you want to take it further. 
· Go to http://www.esds.ac.uk/government 

· Click on ‘resources’

· Click on ‘distribution of variables by datasets’

· Search for ‘bullying’ by typing it in the search box at the top of the page
· Click on the variable name (e.g. ‘didibull’) to get frequencies

· Click on the dataset name to get more information and link to the data in Nesstar
4. Obtaining the data and making it available for your students+++++++++++s
All users of ESDS data must be registered with the service.  

Registration is an online process which takes around ten minutes (including receiving and responding to a confirmatory email).

As a teacher you have two choices as to how to register your students: 
· Ask students to register themselves 
This is most appropriate for more advanced students including those who are exploring the content of the archives themselves, for example where students are selecting data to use in a dissertation.  To do this students will have to complete the same process as you do.  
To register click ‘Login’ at the very top of any ESDS web page.  
· Ask students to sign an offline teaching agreement form
This form requires you to take responsibility for a class.  You need to be registered with ESDS yourself.  Your students each sign their name and give their name and institutional ID.  Send this form to ESDS.  This method might be more appropriate for taught classes where everyone is using the same dataset.  It is particularly appropriate if you have created your own teaching dataset based on ESDS data. 
You can obtain the teaching agreement form from http://www.esds.ac.uk/resources/teaching.asp then click on the Sharing Data link at the bottom of the page. 
5. Other sources of data                                                                    +++++++++++s
Other sources of data include: 

· The census programme provides access to tabular and microdata see http://www.census.ac.uk
· The Council for European Social Science Data Archives (CESSDA) is a fast developing route to searchable data across Europe based on Nesstar functionality http://www.cessda.org.uk
· Information about local areas might be best sought directly from the Office for National Statistics.  Their Neighbourhood Statistics facility brings together data from census, administrative and other sources for local areas: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/neighbourhood
· Data producers (especially organisations like the Office for National Statistics (ONS)) provide online access to many published reports.  Links may be available from online documentation or relevant survey pages within ESDS.  Alternatively, for ONS data try searching their website:  http://www.statistics.gov.uk/default.asp
Jo Wathan, ESDS Government 21/04/09

Click here to obtain the data (usually SPSS or Stata format)
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Click Nesstar Icons (where available) to explore the data online 








