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Cultural Capital and Social Exclusion
Cultural Capital and Social Exclusion is a large scale multi-method inquiry into the role played by cultural mechanisms in the organisation of social divisions in contemporary Britain

Drawing on the work of the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu, it examines the role played by cultural capital in relation to social classes, gender and ethnicity.

The survey component of the inquiry comprises a 500+ item questionnaire administered to a nationally representative sample of 1564 respondents

An additional 227 respondents were recruited from Britain’s Afro-Caribbean, Indian and Pakistani communities.
The survey was based on information provided by 25 focus groups, involving 143 participants, conducted in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales

Follow up interviews were conducted with 30 respondents and, where applicable, their partners.

Research Questions & Policy Implications

What is the nature of cultural capital in Britain? What kinds of social exclusion are generated by the distribution of cultural capital across class positions?
How do these connect with divisions associated with age, ethnicity or gender?
Are there distinctive national or cosmopolitan forms of cultural capital?

What light can these questions throw on the development of arts, cultural and media policies designed to counteract the effects of social exclusion?

Outputs
 ‘Culture, Taste and Social Divisions in Contemporary Britain’, Cultural Trends Vol 15, issue 2-3.
Media Culture: the Social Organisation of Media Practices, BFI: London 
Culture Class and Distinction, Routledge 2008/9
Key Findings
Hierarchies of ‘high’ and ‘low’ culture have been transformed.
The primary division is between multiple forms of cultural engagement and cultural dislikes and forms of non-engagement. There is a strong class association to this divide, with education and occupational class contributing significantly.

There are national and cosmopolitan forms of cultural capital. Findings show that some minority ethnic groups are uninvolved in cultural practices which are connected to traditional notions of Englishness, but in ways that vary across generations.
Further info
see

www.open.ac.uk/socialsciences/cultural-capital-and-social-exclusion/ 

or contact

Karen Ho,  CRESC administrator
K.d.ho@open.ac.uk  

Tel (01908) 654458
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