Alternative part 2: working with the OMN in SPSS
We will be working with module 355 of the omnibus, which was collected in June 2004.  A copy of this data is available in SPSS format.   The data contains classification variables and information on attitudes to domestic violence.  
Unlike Nesstar, SPSS does not contain metadata over and beyond variable and value labels.  You will therefore need to find out how questions were asked and the (sub)populations to which they apply by looking at the documentation that comes with the data.  You may find it useful to keep a copy of the documentation to hand while you do this hands-on task. 

On the other hand, SPSS is a professional data analysis package that will give you more control over your analysis session and a range of more powerful procedures.  While Nesstar is good for exploring data, we suggest that you undertake any serious analysis in SPSS or a similar package such as Stata. 
However, you should not rely on the documentation alone to enable you to get to know the data.  It is important to produce some basic descriptive statistics (for example one-way tables) before you attempt more complex analyses.  When you look at these initial exploratory analyses you should ask yourself whether the results are those that you would have expected on the basis of what you know from the documentation. 

Before we start, for the sake of simplicity, ensure that your variable lists give variable names rather than variable labels.  This will make it easier to find the variables described in this document. 

You can do this by:

· Clicking on Edit in the menu at the top of the SPSS data editor window

· Click on Options
· Select the General tab, and select “Display names” and “Alphabetical” in the Variable lists area of the dialogue box, as shown below. 
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1. Exploratory one-way tables 
Start by producing one-way tables for several variables
The variable m355_1 contains responses to the question is domestic violence against a woman ever acceptable.  Obtain a one-way table of these responses by:
· Clicking on analyse in the menu

· Click on descriptives 

· Click on frequencies
· This will produce a frequencies dialogue box scroll down to find the variable m355_1 and click on it.
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once you have selected it click the arrow pushbutton to place it in the selected Variable(s): list.  Click OK to produce the one way table. 

The result will appear in the separate output window which contains your cumulative output. 
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· How many cases are missing? 

· What percentage of those who gave a valid (i.e. non-missing) response thought that domestic violence against a woman was never acceptable. 

· Repeat this process for the variable m355_2 to establish whether people were more or less tolerant of domestic violence against men. 

· Look at the one-way tables for variables m355_5 and m355_6
· What are these variables? 

· Are respondents more tolerant of domestic violence which occurs when a person is ‘dressed wrong’ or flirting than they are of the domestic violence when no circumstance is given? 

2. Two way tables
A two way table allows you to break down frequencies by groups defined by another variable.  In this example we will see whether men and women have different attitudes to domestic violence against woman where the woman was unfaithful.  A two way table is called a crosstabulation in SPSS.

To obtain a tabulation of whether a woman is to blame if she is unfaithful by the sex of respondent:

· Click on Analyse in the menu

· Click on descriptives
· Select crosstabs.  A dialogue box appears.  Select m355_9 as your row variable and respsex as your column variable. 
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· From the resulting table can you tell whether men and women have different attitudes about whether a woman is to blame if she is unfaithful?

· Return to the crosstabs dialogue box by repeating the steps above (or by using the dialogue recall box from the tool bar [image: image5.png]


 )

· Your previous variable selections should remain.

· This time hit the Cells button and request Column percentages. Click continue, then OK in the crosstabs dialogue box to obtain a table with the column percentages added.

· Is it easier to tell whether there is a difference in attitudes between men and women now? 

3. Subsetting 
Lets find out how this table would differ by age.  We’ll first reproduced this table just for those aged over 60.  We can do this by applying a filter:

· Select data from the menu

· Select Select cases
· A dialogue box appears.  Click the radio button next to Select Cases If condition is satisfied.  Then hit the If button to specify the selection criterion. 

[image: image6.png]=) |
= ot :

o - stomen ; o

Pea @ If condition s satisfied ation. 11, L

Pears I

G T

;m ;mi:m j\] Fespage>= 60 Ol ©

;E’“j & vaidcd ok

;E‘“ & partis | <|> | zl8|9]| Functons [ 2]

Do [ G BT S S I f e

211 e =l et i

St |  egns 1 D | anine

S |G i e

;::: P ispage s oo || el || s

Curent Stalus: Da ot il cases

an if wife?

lgging?
| respectful?





· Specify the selection criterion in the dialogue box as shown above. 

· Click on continue and ensure that the output is set to filter out unselected cases
· Hit OK

· In the data view of the data editor you should now find that most of the cases’ row numbers appear struck out – these are cases where the respondent is aged under 60.  These will be excluded from any analysis you undertake while the filter is in place. 
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Redo the table of m355_9 by sex for those aged 60 and over only.  

· Are your results different?  

· Can you produce a table of m355_9 by sex for those aged less than 60? 
4. Producing a two-way graph
We’ll now present the information on m355_9 by sex graphically for those aged over 60.  With select cases set to select only those with respage>=60:
· Select graphs from the menu

· Select bar graphs, then stacked bar
· A dialogue box appears, request % of cases with respsex on the category axis and m355_9 defining the stacks 
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Click on OK

· The resulting graph may look a little odd, but if you double click on  it you can edit it.

· Once you have double clicked to enter the graph editor you can click on the bars themselves to obtain options pertaining to the bars.  Click on the bar options tab and select scale to 100% 
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click on Apply to obtain charts that show the percentage of males with each response to women to blame if unfaithful and the percentage of females with each response.
· Can you now produce the equivalent chart for those aged under 60? 

5. Weighting
As we found out when we looked at the documentation in part 1 of the workbook, weights have been produced to adjust for the sampling strategy used.  While the analyses we have done up to now have demonstrated functionality of SPSS but they have not reflected the fact that these data under-represent individuals living in larger households. To adjust for this bias, weighting must be applied. 
Apply the weight designed for individual analysis of this module by:

· Clicking on data in the menu

· Clicking weight cases
· Select wta as your weighting variable

· Click OK

Compare a table of results with weights applied to those you produced when you did not weight the data. 

6. Recoding into a new variable 

In earlier analysis we used filtering on the basis of a condition as a way of splitting our data into two groups; those over and under 60.  We could alternatively recode the age variable into 2 groups and use this new variable in our analysis. 

From the menu:

· Select Transform
· Recode

· Into different variables (to avoid overwriting your original data)

A dialogue box will appear: 
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· Select respage as the original variable you wish to recode from the selection list and use the arrow pushbutton

· Give a new name for the output variable (e.g. “sixtyplus”)  and provide a label to help you remember what the variable is.  Click Change.

· Click the large Old and New Values to define the recoding

· We will do a simple recode that codes all values of 59 or less as 1 and all values of 60 as more as 2.

· The old and new values dialogue box shown below indicates how the first value can be defined:
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· Click add in order to fix this as part of the recode.

· When you have added this instruction you can add the second instruction – can you work out how to set values of respage of 60 or more to take the value 2 in your new variable? 

· Once you have added the second condition click continue and OK to run the recode. 

· To check that this recode has worked you can tabulate age of respondent by your new variable.  You will need to make sure that the filter criteria are clear to make sure that you check all cases!

