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Part 1: Using the survey documentation 
1. Go to the ESDS Government web site www.esds.ac.uk/government and click on the link to the General Household Survey (either in the main text, or click on the left hand [image: image1.png]The surveys




 button and select the General Household Survey from the list). 

2. Glance through the description of the survey.

· In which year was the GHS was first conducted?

3. Scroll down the page and click on the link to Summary of data coverage .  This takes you to the web pages of the Office for National Statistics.  Find out what the sample unit is for the GHS.  
· Is the data solely household level, or does it contain individual information?  
4. Click back to return to the ESDS web site. 
Looking at the questionnaire
5. Now click on the Questionnaires button on the left.  You can obtain the questionnaire from either the question bank or the UK Data Archive.  Click on the link to the questionnaire in the UK Data Archive. 
6. You are now in the GHS series webpage in the UK Data Archive.  This page contains links to the data and documentation for the entire GHS series.  The UKDA archives and distributes ESDS and other datasets. 
7. Locate the 2000-2001 and click on notepad icon the DOC column.  This will take you to a page showing the online documentation for the GHS 2000-01.

8. Open the file that contains the questionnaire. You can navigate through the different sections of the questionnaire using the bookmarks on the left hand side. Click on 


 to expand the Individual Questionnaire section. 
9. Within the Individual Questionnaire section, open the adult health sub-section. 
10. You can now scroll up/down the questionnaire in the right-hand window or search for a particular term by clicking the search button [image: image3.png]4 Searcn



. 
· What is the exact wording for Genhlth and Illness?

· Who do these questions apply to? 

Looking up derived variables
Variables which are collected directly from respondents are known as raw variables.  However, where a variable has been computed rather than asked directly it will not appear in the questionnaire.  You need to consult the derived variables file instead.  

11. Click back to return to the documentation page for the GHS 2000-1.

12. Open the file that contains the derived variables. 

13. Click on 

 at ‘User Guide Volume 2: Derived Variable Specifications’ in the left-hand window to view the list of derived variables. 
14. Click on a derived variable’s name to view details about it in the right hand window. 
· Who does the variable Cgsmwday apply to? 

Using Nesstar

This exercise will introduce you to the Nesstar system by carrying out a simple and typical research task.  You will:
· Explore metadata and variables in one of the 60 or so government datasets in Nesstar.

· Carry out some crosstabulations, graphically represent the data and prepare to download a subset of variables to the specified location.  

1. Return to the GHS Series page.  

2. Locate the GHS 2000-1 row again.  

3. This time click the Nesstar icon [image: image5.png]


 in the Explore online column.

4. This will open the GHS 2000-1 in Nesstar.  
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5. You are presented with an Abstract on the right hand panel. On the left side panel there is a Metadata folder and you can expand this folder to explore further information about the dataset and access online user guides by clicking on the 

 next to the word Metadata.  Do this now. 

6. Within the Metadata folder expand the study description to locate the Bibliographic Citation.
7. Variable-level documentation and data is contained in the Variable Description folder. Click on 

 as before to display a list of variable groups.  

8. Scroll down to Adult Health-Individual File and open the folder to view a list of sub-folders containing variables/questions categorised under that topic.  

9. Click on the General illness/longstanding illness sub-folder, then click on the second variable Health on the whole in the last 12 months (GenHlth) and browse the associated information displayed (e.g. frequency and percentages and question text) on the right hand side.  Now answer the following: 

a. What was the wording of the actual survey question asked?

b. What were the possible responses to this question?

c. What percentage thinks that their health is not good?

d. How are not applicable and/or no answer treated? are they included in the valid percentage?  how will this affect your result?

10. Repeat the above for (i) Respondent ever smoked (in the Smoking-Individual File) 

     (ii) Age (in the Administration-Individual File).

a. What percentage of those who are asked Respondent ever smoked have ever smoked?

b. Are all respondents asked Respondent ever smoked?

c. What is the mean Age of all respondents in the data set?

d. What is the Age of the oldest person in the data set?

11. Conduct a simple tabulation. You need to first click on the [image: image9.png]Tatle



 button on the top menu.  
12. Now left click on the variable GenHlth – Health on the whole in the last 12 months in the left panel.  You will see a box appear that offers option for add to row, add to column etc.  
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13. Click Add to row.  
14.  You will be asked to login. Login using the ATHENS username and password that has been supplied for this workshop.  This ATHENS username and password is temporary and becomes redundant at the end of the workshop.  To access ESDS data in the future you will need your own personal ATHENS account. 
15. Now add the variable Respondent ever smoked to the column of the table.  A simple table is presented. Under Type in the third column you can choose whether to display raw numbers, column percentages or row percentages.  Now answer the following question: 
· Of those who have ever smoked, what percentage think that their health is not good?

16. Click on the Subset tab 

    on the top menu. Subset on respondents aged >= 60.   To do this: 
a. select age from the variable list, 
b. select >= from the operator drop down list, 
c. type 60 into the value box and 
d. click Add 
This will produce the crosstab of Respondent ever smoked by Health on the whole in the last 12 months for those aged 60 or over. You can see this from the words Filter is on at the bottom of the screen. 

· Of those who are aged 60 or over and have ever smoked what percentage think that their health is not good?
·  How does this compare with the percentage for all respondents in the previous crosstab? 
17. Click on the Barchart tab 


 on the top menu to display a graph of this table.  Produce a stacked vertical graph.  

We will not download variables today. If you were to do so you should click on the Download tab 

.    

Click on subset.


In subset you can opt to select cases on the basis of a criterion (if you were to leave the subset as it is, you would download only those cases where the respondent is aged over 60, as you have a subset filter currently in place)


You can also produce a subset of only given variables. To do this you would need to click on the variables tab in the subset window.  Simply select variables you want to download by clicking on them in the variable list in the left pane.   Once you have finished selecting variables click OK.  

Choose which software format you would like. 

Click on download to download your data selection in zipped format. 

