Weighting the ESDS Government Surveys

Some Online Resources
ESDS online topic guides

ESDS Government produces an annual topic-oriented guide to the major cross-sectional surveys.  In 2003 this was based on Employment and the Labour Market.  The guide contains a summary of weighting schemes used in the surveys and clickable links to relevant documentation for individual surveys. This is available on the ESDS webpages from :

http://www.esds.ac.uk/government/docs/ . 
Other key documents

This page also contains a link to the GSS’ 1999 Report of the Taskforce on Weighting and Estimation.  The appendix of this document reviews contemporary weighting schema for a range of surveys. 
Survey specific resources 

General Household Survey: Appendix D of the 2001 ‘Living in Britain’ report contains guidance on how weights have been produced for the GHS, and their effect on results. This can be found at http://www.statistics.gov.uk/lib2001/resources/fileAttachments/GHS2001.pdf .

A description of the methodological work undertaken to produce the weights is available in Social Survey Methodology Bulletin (SMB). ‘Developing a weighting and grossing system for the General Household Survey’ by Jeremy Barton was published in SMB 49 pp15ff in July 2001 and is available online at:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/ssd/ssmb/ssmb49.pdf .

Labour Force Survey: Weights are available separately for different purposes including Individual analyses and Income on the QLFS general file, Household level analyses in the Household file and for users of the longitudinal data.  Information on these are available in the appropriate documentation available from the UK Data Archive.  The most recent of these can be found at the following locations:

· QLFS (Individual and Income data):

http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/doc/4805/mrdoc/pdf/background.pdf
· Household data: 

http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/doc/4805/mrdoc/pdf/household.pdf
· Longitudinal data:

http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/doc/4806/mrdoc/pdf/longitudinal.pdf 

Guidance on the effect of regrossing in the light of updated population estimates is available in the May 2002 edition of Labour Market Trends at :

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_labour/LMT_May02.pdf .

Expenditure and Food Survey: A description of the waiting scheme used in the EFS is available in Appendix F of ‘Family Spending’  A report on the 2002-3 EFS.  This is available online at:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_social/Family_Spending_2002-03/Family_Spending_2002-03.pdf
Resources based on March 12th Weighting Meeting

Slides for presentations given at the Weighting Meeting on 12th March 2004 are available for download from the ESDS Government  Events page at

http://www.ccsr.ac.uk/esds/events/ .

A user guide to using weights on ESDS Government surveys will be based on the meeting and should be available in May ’04 from the ESDS (Government) pages. 
