Week 6

Practical Session: Using the General Household Survey 1998-99

This practical session will involve discovering GHS resources on the web and selective download using Nesstar.  You will know from previous experience that Nesstar can be temperamental – you may need to try a couple of times – but the strain on the Nesstar server will be reduced if you don’t all try to download at the same time. 

Documentation for the General Household Survey can be found at:

· The Data Archive (http://www.data-archive.ac.uk)

· The Question Bank (http://qb.soc.surrey.ac.uk/ )

· The Office for National Statistics (http://www.statistics.gov.uk )

LIVING IN BRITAIN THE 1998-9 GENERAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY REPORT

The report for the 1998-99 can be found General Household Survey can be found on the National Statistics site – although the site is not the easiest to navigate!

You should be able to find the report if you search on ‘General Household Survey’ in the Search box.  The results come back in different categories – you want ‘Living in Britain – the Results from the General Household Survey.  It is in the ‘Products’ section.  Click on this link and follow the link on the next page to the 1998 Report in .pdf format.  The index will help you navigate the tabular results which will allow you to answer the following question:

Q1: Do male and female and female cohabiters have the same age profile?

Optional:  This 1998-99 table is only available in pdf format – however, the 2001 data are also available in Excel format.  You will find the link to these data in the list of reports.  You will need to click on your browser’s back button to find this.  Once you have accessed the data you can open it in Excel to produce a graphic of the results, or to manipulate the data.

PREPARING TO analysE the data yourself.

The GHS in Nesstar is most easily found from the Data Archive Page then selecting Major Studies then Datasets from the side bars.

You should already have signed the registration form for the General Household Survey in week 1 or 2 (if not see Jo).   You have been registered to use the data in Nesstar alone.  (If you are interested in using the GHS for a purpose other than this class you should register separately- having done this you would be able to download the file directly – but the file can be overwhelming – so exploration in Nesstar might still be a good idea.)

You can produce a clumsier table with similar results to the one in the published report by exploring the data in Nesstar.  Which variables should you choose? In your own research you can expect to spend a considerable amount of time assessing which variables to use but we have less than an hour, so for now, we’ll use: AGE, SEX and LIVEWITH

Before going into Nesstar and using the data you should check where the variables have come from, and whether they are applicable to all cases or just to a subset, so that you will understand the results you produce. 

The questionnaire can be found on the Data Archive site, from the documentation index for the GHS98-99:

Q2: Does the LIVEWITH question apply to all cases?  If not, who does the question apply to? 

ANALYSING THE DATA

· Run a crosstabs of age by sex by livewith

· You will need to use the username nesstarclass and the password angeladale
· Re-run your analysis

Q3: Can you produce your results in different formats?

Q4: Can you produce graphics of the results?

Q5: Would it be easier to group age to make sense of the data? 

Q6: Can you subset the data to look at the age profile of cohabiters only?

· Unfortunately Nesstar will not allow you to recode data – to produce derived variables you will need to download the data and complete your analysis in a statistics package, like SPSS.
· If you have applied a subset, return to subset and click the clear button and OK to use all cases. 
DOWNLOADING A SUBSET OF VARIABLES FOR USE IN SPSS

Large government files are often so big they are difficult to use. By selecting Download,then Subset in the Nesstar Window and clicking on the Variables button you can select a limited number of variables to download, this will make the data file you work with much more manageable.  The results screen will now look like this: 
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Select AGE, SEX and LIVEWITH and download these variables alone for use in SPSS format.

In SPSS you can do further analysis…

Q7: What is the mean age of cohabiters?

Q8: What is the mean age of male and female cohabiters?

Q9:Grouping age, is the percentage of cohabiters aged 16-20 different for men and women?

If you have time spare, check out the documentation which giving the technical information about how the data was collected. 

