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Migration Datasets



Characteristics of migration data from 
PLASC, 2001 Census, and National 

Health Service Central Register
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Note: Adapted from Boden P, Stillwell J, Rees P. How good are the NHSCR data? In: Stillwell J, Rees P, Boden P, 
editors. Migration Processes and Patterns Vol 2 Population Redistribution in the UK. London: Belhaven; 1992.



PLASC Data Quality



Total Records & Errors
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Migration Data Comparison



Distribution of migrants aged 5 to 15 
from PLASC and 2001 Census

Source: 2001 Census SMS Table 1
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Ratio between level of migration 
between districts for aged 5 to 15 in 

PLASC and NHSCR, 2002-07

Source: National Health Service Central Register, 2003-07
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Relationship between inflow, outflow and net 
flow migration rates between districts for aged 
5 to 15 from PLASC and NHSCR, 2006-2007

OUTFLOWS INFLOWS NET FLOWS

R = 0.849 R = 0.797R = 0.863

NHSCR rate NHSCR rate NHSCR rate
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Notes: The migration rates are expressed as per 1,000 population aged 5 to 15 in 2007 ONS mid-year population 
estimates for NHSCR and pupils aged 5 to 15 in 2007 in the PLASC

Source: National Health Service Central Register, 2007; ONS mid-year population estimates, 2007



Within district migration rates for 5 to 15 year olds 
from PLASC and 2001 Census by ethnic group 

Notes: The migration rates are expressed as percentage of population aged 5 to 15 at 2001 for Census and 2003 
for PLASC

Source: 2001 Census Commissioned Table C0527
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Between district migration rates for 5 to 15 year olds 
from PLASC and 2001 Census by ethnic group 

Notes: The migration rates are expressed as percentage of population aged 5 to 15 at 2001 for Census and 2003 
for PLASC

Source: 2001 Census Commissioned Table C0527
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Example Application
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Net migration rate of Indian ethnic group aged 
5 to 15 within Leicester City wards, 2006-07



Conclusions

• PLASC provides migration data:
– Low spatial scale
– Up to date
– Ethnic & socioeconomic breakdowns
– BUT data cleaning essential

• Comparison with 2001 Census and NHSCR 
suggests similar patterns and trends

• PLASC tends to over represent short moves



Links

• PLASC/NPD USER Group
– http://www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/CMPO/PLUG/index.htm
– NPD.REQUESTS@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk

• ONS 
– http://www.statistics.gov.uk/STATBASE/Product.asp?vl

nk=10191
– MigStatsUnit@ons.gsi.gov.uk

• Centre for Interaction Data Estimation and 
Research
– http://cider.census.ac.uk/


